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The Wayback Machine - https://web.archive. org/web/20190728025556/http //www angelfire. com/psy/mtheheartflusto. W
itk v, i)

Looking at what history can teach us about a possible continuing pattern

"That men do not learn very much from the lessons of history is the most important of all the lessons of history." --
Aldous Huxley, 1959

"Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it." --Santayana

By studying the ways and the patterns in which "misunderstood" and previously hated groups and members of
groups have been treated by the official powers of yesteryear, we can better understand what may be
happening to us in our various si}ngle-issue concerns, as well as in our study of a more macro-oriented
understanding. And, once understanding, teach ourselves how to better deal with the bigoted and
opportunistic mindsets and behaviors now being waged against us; perhaps even joining with some of these
other groups who are being scapegoated or otherwise tooled as well, in an effort to deallonly with the more
superficial/topical problems, but into the HEART of the matter! THAT would be taking some *serious*
responsibility for the coming generations which we all claim to care about!

If we could get together as individuals challenging not other "enemies"--who're only people, similar to all
of us--but stupid behaviors and irresponsible mindsets, imagine the sanity and inspiring excellence that
could come from such!

. Before the 1800s
The 1800s

The Late 1800s
TREATMENT OF SELF-ABUSE

A PTER FOR BOYS

. Early 1900s
® l hg Ng_z_i Erg
. Since 1950
Before the 1800's

Witch hysterias similar to today's hysterias?

"The inquisitions of the middle ages and the inquisitions of today were, and still are, to prevent democratic choice." --

J.W. Smith in Chapter 8 of ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY: The Political Struggle of the 21st Century

Pn the great witch mania of the 16th century was a counter offensive directed by the Church against the
people in an effort to maintain its authority and its privileges. Witches were merely SO much expendable
fuel used to kindle the passion for conformity in time of crisis." -- W vival of

by Carey McWilliams, 1950; p.257 . | 5\%@@(\ Xy (gé
ﬁ“@\a CNE"‘” aleok 4P 3

(could this ‘crisis' be similar to the ‘crisis’ Noam Chomsky speaks of here when, around 1975, all sorts of hardly
organized or completely unorganized groups began being brought forth all over the U.S. media as favored domestic

"enemies"--"enemies" like drug users and child abusers and juvenile delinquents whom we were all told were going to
destroy our way of life if their crazy behavior wasn’t made war upon, right then, without spending any time to try to
understand them in the way we were allowed to try to understand racism and sexism...?

"The fury of the witch hunts was ||A possible origin
most intense, of course, in of today's witch-hunts Jf

iy, | (0t ok o




“m_gmg est rural discontent

prevalled " (see artwork

HUNT by Carey McWilliams.

illustrating this) p.258 in WITCH||

by Russell Hope Robbins,
1959:

"[Witches were a] powerful
subversive force, [according to
the hype of those days;] working
day and night to destroy true
religion and to prevent the
establishment of God's
Kingdom...Witchcraft was
treason against God..." p.5

Said one who was fully
unprepared for this propaganda:
"I was asked so often that I could
not help seeing what people the
inquisitor wanted me to
denounce. So I mentioned the
names of the person about whom
people had been whispering."
p.14

"...[F]rom their earliest years,
children were brainwashed into
accepting witchcraft as
something which existed
[without question]; and adults
were terrorized into fearful >
silence and nervous conformity.
Yet why should they not believe
what their pastors and priests,
judges and jurists, professors and
theologians all told them was
true? Would such Teaders
mislead?" p.15

the industry of witch hysteria
"...by the beginning of the 17th
Century, witchcraft had
developed into a vested interest
and industry." p.15

"While providing a living for
those connected with the [witch]
trials, the property of the
condemned witches also yielded
extensive booty for whatever
local authority had jurisdiction

(Continues nevl page, Jop 1 oF)

Quotes from The Encyclopedia
of Witchcraft and Demonology ||

)
*
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Is the above view possible?

Here's what Marvin Harris in Cows, _}_’_;gg, Wars and Witches: The Riddles of
Culture says:

The witchcraft mmi@mwmmw% but with totally
different consequences, Harris claims. Where people were empowered to trust and
love strangers (as in the 1960s and 70s movements), "witchcraft
mania...dispersed and fragmented all the latent energies of protest. It

demobilized the poor and the dispossessed, increased their social distance,
filled them with mutual suspicions...isolated everyone..." p.239

(Sounds a lot like what happened during and after what Chomsky identified
as *Rollback* when policymakers and planners felt threatened by the often
heavily Left-influenced liberation movements of the 1960s/7@s. So what are

the "totally different consequences" spoken of above?--ed)

"The witch craze mysteriously started at a time when "third age" prophesies of
Utopia and independent movements threatened the Church and its allies. p.234

"The witch-hunt system was too well designed, too enduring, too grim and
stubborn. It could only have been sustained by interests that were equally enduring,
grim and stubborn. (sounds like your average policy maker of such
unaccountable institutions as the WTO and the Trilateral Commission to me--
ed) The witchcraft system and the witch craze had practical and mundane uses apart
from the stated goals of the witch hunters...confiscation of property** and fees
charged for [specialist work were] rewards [that] help explain why the technicians

of the witch hunt went about their work with lively enthusiasm." p.236

(**note: such confiscation has continued to be routine especially in ‘zero
tolerance’ states for drug users, and to my knowledge, was sometimes used
against persons called child rapists--ed)

"I suggest that the best way to understand the cause of the witch mania is to
examine its earthly results rather than its [professed] intentions." p.237

"...[first,] old women and lower-class, [then] children of both sexes and men [were
attacked]." 1,258 executions in Germany altogether. Inquisitors themselves and
some members of clergy were also attacked, but doctors, lawyers and university
professors were "seldom threatened" and "as the flames licked closer to [society's

powerful policy and decision makers], judges lost conﬁdeﬁnge/_agd_paa\@cscwsecyﬂ
p.238 90 Aoy p‘agq)) e

S48 .
(Food for thought? How does today's hysteria aga1n;:\ITIEgS¥E§%Eé§ﬁ§5%s and

other groups like pedophiles compare with yesterday's social hysteria
against witches? The times were much different, but I see that the
underlying current and method of attack hasn't really changed, except
cosmetically. The poor are still powerless, dlSOb dient kids still

#

(Coninues et pageytop right



[including an entire town, local
noblemen, the king, the bishop,
several courts, etc.]" p.16

"...the clergy led the persecutions
and condoned them in the name
of Christianity, while the lawyers
and judges and professors abetted
them in the name of reason."

p.17

Warfare kills all in its path (as
if this was anything new)
Quoting an eye-witness of the
time:

"The victims of the funeral pyres
are for the most part male
witches. Half the city must be e
implicated; for already
professors, law students, pastors,
canons, vicars, and monks have
been arrested and burned...

"Students and boys of noble birth
[(surely also of peasant birth--
ed)], of nine, ten, eleven, twelve,
13, and 14 years of age have
been burned. To sum up, things
are in such a pitiful state, that one
does not know with [whom] the
people one may talk and
associate." p.16

"Protectors" as "conscience"
leaders "Throughout these
centuries [of thch persecution],
those whoshould,, by their birth,
training, and position, have been
the conscience of the world,
accepted the delusion and
promoted it." p.17

"The logic of the demonologists,
all highly educated men, leaders
in their own disciplines, is the
most terrifying feature of [the
hysteria]. ...[T]urning rational
thinking on its head--[was] far
[worse] than the most foul act of

(

a torturer or witch judge..." p.17

demonized or psychiatrically labeled without context, and the rich still
able to largely buy more justice (as we see in any comparison of length of
prison terms meted out by highly propagandized judges and juries). There
are only isolated instances of media focus on highly placed individuals,
and those are people who really are not seriously a part of centralized
power structures: i.e. Allen Ginsberg, Arthur C. Clarke, and Michael

Jackson, and the Catholic priests.)
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