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On July 12, 1999, the United States House of Representatives took an hisforic step toward censorship of A—e"
scientific findings when it voted 355 to 0 to condemn and censure a scientific publication because the lu

members disagreed with the findings and believed that they would have a negative effect upon citizens' as
thoughts and actlons

WS W

The paper, published a year earlier in the American Psychological Association's journal Psychologlcalp U“lSh
Bulletin (July 1998), by Bruce Rind of Temple University, Philip Tromovitch, and Robert Bauserman was’

titled, "A Meta-analytic Examination of Assumed Properties of Child Sexual Abuse Using College Samples." Fl “ |
This paper was basically a review and analysis of fifty- mr%gﬁevn rescarch studies of the consequences of 4’

sexual molestation of children. \ %% ’j\) a‘ LQ\! 3“03“ MWJ Rhc rb} q Smf»\ ‘%w

M g SQQ) The congressional members found some of the findings personally n M'
N\ﬁ repugnant, particularly the conclusion that some molested children grow @Ay
V3
up to be normal and a small portion are seemingly little affected by this
experience. The members, especially Rep. Salmon (an Arizona m
Republican and a sponsor of H.Con.Res.107) believed that the findings M's‘
would not only encourage pedophilia among United States citizens, but S I
the findings could not be true. The Representatives' thinking appeared to R f
be a demonstration of what Donald Watson (1993) called "Autistic +
Certainty" ("I would not believe something that was no'ttrue I believ 'e' C )
this is ngtrue, therefore this must be untrue").

The journal's review of past research was brought to the attention of congressional members by several very

vocal, fundamentalist religious voices. Two of these are lobbying groups: the Family Research Council, a

group whose primary missions appear to opg(ﬁcwrl rights for homosexuals, advocate celibacy for

heterosexuals, and to stop abortions when they are not celibate; and the Christian Coalition, a strong political

? group with similar goals but with the additional one of doing away with the separation between church and '
\— state. Another strong voice was that of radio talk show host Laura Schlessinger, ‘who uses her popular

_nationally syndicated radio prow Laura") as a forum to attack those who do not agree with her

“personal ideas of morality and rehglon

Although this may be the first time in US history that the legislative branch of the federal government has

~ officially condemned and censured a scientific publication, it is nor a first in worlk] history. In the thirteenth
century there was no separation of church and state in Europe and mysticism prevailed ovér direct observation
of phenomena; Roger Bacon, known for his publications on logic and experimental sciences, was condemned
and spent two years in prison. Following this he wrote his final paper, published the year of his death in 1292, «
“which was a caustic critique of the corruption of Christianity. An outspoken supporter of Copernican views of
the solar system, W was victim of an inquisition (meaning "inquiry"), found gunlty of heresy,
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