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[ntergenerational Intimg cy

A ndI'EW N“SEH
or 20 years [ have examined the issue Dfinmnac}r
herween the generations, particularly what men
refertoas “man-boylove.” Let me say at the ourser
atlowe no allegiance to any vefn:d Interests, nor have
| any tolerance for those “experts” who repeat bromides
heyhave heard from others. Repeat them often eno ugh,
ind people believe what may not be the truth.
4s an clemenrary, secondary, and post-secondary
oJucator since 1964, I interviewed more than 7,000
crsons about topics in human sexuality for home,
«chool, and church; many of these were children (ages
74), 1 am also co-author of a book on moraliry,
Morality in Curriculum, an editor of a book for college
human sexualiry classes, Human Sexuality, and author
of 2 manual to help gay-lesbian youth live produc-
uvely, Youth Want to Know: A S.UP.ER Manual
Given this background, I will share some of my
thoughts regarding the often discussed issues of child-
hood trauma and informed consent.

Issues of Trauma and Consent
Firstly, | believe we need to put aside the hyper-
bole, the labeling, and the hysteria that the media and
courts feast upon in order to get at trurh, Time and
gain when man-boy relationships are publicized and
police or courts get into the act with social workers,
psychiatrists, and other members of the “helping pro-
fmiﬂﬂ%“ the childhood trauma f:r:gfn,f, The child was
Aot traumatized by the sex between consenting part-
BeIs or he wouldn't have been involved in it, he
“ouldn't have defended the “perpetrator,” and he
Youldn't have refused to cooperate with authorites.
uents, educaors, friends, siblings, and ministers
O¥er over the child indicating that something horrific
{;: :;Prmncd. ?hﬂmt, gui][, and fear cascade before the
Rjnm_:}’ts. It's when others ger involved :a.f:d the
‘hilrer:dts come dﬂ‘ﬂrlﬂ. when arrests are made, lives are
Taumg d:' T‘d l't|=1l:mnships disintegrated thats the
Puh]iti;s:ﬁzss.md the shame are heaped uponall. The
teal g ghtened over this issue today that if chey
oy gly tnﬁ? from years back they are oy
here tacounselor. The governmentexploits us

-;Jml;zangt t_hat a parent or a relarive can psycho-
:init'lﬂ: wr.tih)’mc.?ﬂ}r mangle a child through hate c:r
Privasg 1 fear impunity, but just touch the child's
o ‘mP?ns and all hell breaks loose. Armies of
ok itt:;] Works, reporters, and psychiatrists at-
gy Nild saw as 2 loving, caring adult/child
Ph[“’-nd P- Nﬂ ang mﬂ“’l&d\gﬁ this is the care

®thet greats showed thor : of tender age. No

&

e

T . ‘lm-itﬂitﬁs]nf?r hngerls and viuh.'nr
know more atgf natlove, sex s not violence. Kids
out love than we do!

Chi_]dren know whatitis theywant; they can make
the choices. Adules should let them be more in control
_DF have the power and dominance in their tete-a-tetes,
Ihe PEanhﬂﬂ of course, calls this real love: heis there
for the boy in every way, for whatever the occasion
demands. He also shares sexual moments with the
child. He asks the boy, he does not overpower him.
The boy consents.

[nformed consent means nothing if a child has no
choices. He can say no, and many do say no to the
pedophiles. But he can also say “Yes.” The child
doesn’t need to know that 10 years down the road he
may be traumatized if anyone knows he made love to
an adult — thac’s the onus put on by sociery and has
little to do with the child's desire or the adult’s
intimacy. The child is often delighted to learn about
the body and whart it will be as he views the adult. In
that way, it is natural to share such moments with a
man like he'll become. This is the way it was in colonial
America, in the days of ancient Greece and Rome, at
the temples in Biblical days, with the great philoso-
phers, with many South Sea societies, to be sure, many
of the Popes dabbled in man-boy love relationships, as
the clergy seems to still do in our time,

One day | pondered deeply this topic in my own
life and decided that [ wish that | had had a mentor as
a child — preferably a female — but little boys do
identify more with their own sex at those tender ages
(John Money's “rehearsal play”). But if | could go I:Imcla:
now and have a young woman of 25 “baptize” me into
the world of sexual feelings and techniquesat age 10 or
12, Iwould optforitina heartbead Irwould have been

<« wonderful than the furtive, guilty, sin-ridden

far mor .
tzciings of my church, family, and school. Why did

I allow my relatives, friends, reachers, and ministers to
ern my sex life?
1lr"I'I:n::sa:: adult reflections would not have been pos-
ut the childhood insights I have gained
Let me highlight

sible witho ‘
through my chousands of interviews.
just a few cases that [ encountered.
k for Themselves

Chl::: E):r S:Eﬂ:had sexual relationships with an .?du}t
man of 42. This boy said, “He treats me grea:; I hk‘? it

He's nicer than my own father.” A girl of 10 with
e of 39 said: “I love seeing his body, he's so
;anfuj and I enjoy kissing him all over.” A 14-year
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old boy responds: “My male friend is a real man. My
daddy, a cop, plays at being a man but a real man
doesn’t beat his kid. My man friend lets me have sex
with him when I wantand sex with my girlfriend when
I'want that, I'll have sex with anyone that I like — man
or woman, boy or girl — it makes no difference ‘cause
I just like it.”

Emotional intimacy between men and
younger males is a means to enhance the
socialization of boys through relationships
that are both psychologically and
developmentally sensible.

—

C;

At a New York City apartment some years ago |
observed and interviewed a 17-year old boy French
kissing and fellating his 37-year old lover. When I
asked why he was doing that he just said “Because [
want to.” Simple question and simple answer. | wit-
nessed another adult make love to a 16-year old boy.
The boy was all over him, couldn’t get enough of this
older man. At the time, this boy also dated girls and
now is married with children of his own.

Then there is my interview with Ramén, age 8:

I have only had sex with a guy this year. He's 35
and is my Sunday School Teacher. He likes for me
to be in his house and we go tobed a lot. He teaches
me about sex and that makes me glad because then
I know how he likesitand [ know what to do....
tryiton girls and they like it. But L ask permissions.
[ can’t tell them how I learn so I say I copy the
movies. He is so nice to me. But, he'll yell ar me if
I do something wrong. I can ask him things my
parents have no time for, He sits down with me
and helps me out.

Lastly, [ offer a statement from Mark, a member of
the North American Man-Boy Love Association:

['am 20. I have had gay thoughts in sex since [ was
about seven. Nobody told me about these, bur |
not only thought about them, I even had pictures
of certain acts in my head. However, due to our
society’s extremely oppressive attitudes about ho.
mosexuality, my thoughtsstayed only thoughs ill
m}r]aft year of public school. When Ifinally began
experimenting, nobody pushed me..., | had a
rather mediocre homesituation and had few friends
Oh, do I wish another guy had approached rm:;
Agg_ would not have made any difference Jus;
having a friend that cared about me wuuldl have
made my growing up so much casier.

%8 Empathyioeimz T ———

Why Child-Adult Sexual Relatlonships?

While the Government extends adolescence lrigg
the third decade of one’s life, we ignore the question of
just what is it about children that makes them such
desired sexual objects. And, conversely, what s it ¢y,
makes an adult, far into the years, a desirable sey object
for a youth? To label such rc]atiunships “sick” of
“perverted” explains nothing. And, in my Opinion,
they are neither.

At the time [ write this piece [ am also cumrihufmg
some lengthy case material to a book on clergy-child
sexperiences. | cannot begin to tell you how commgp
this is. And, yes, it is true whether you want to hear it
or not — boys often cruise the adults and snare them i
much the same manner. Boys have told me they know
almost right away by staring a man down if he's into
“getting it on with me.” This often happens at malls,
sports meets, or other stadium-type happenings.

One must ask oneself, “Just whar sex objects will 1
allow myself to entertain?” If no one knew, would I iry
a gay person? Would I try a threesome or an orgy?
Would I try some toys or other gadgetry? Would [ ry
S/M-B/D just once? Would I try a transvestite and do
a role play? Can | try a young person? All these are
questions one asks before the first time and, if that first
time is grear, this will lead to subsequent times and
perhaps a romance. But what will I allow? Or, shall I
deliberately decide not to think of such and such and
suppress such thoughts? Whatever you do, however,
never tell a counselor you had relations with or even
touched a minor since confidentiality is no longer
respected by the law.

Kids are seen by most of us as cuddly and cute,
innocent, happy-go-lucky, and so forth. Some adults
may add to that, sexually artractive, in addition toall the
other ways kids can attract. | know of a man who was
never sexually excited by kids until he was 41: then, it
happened. A year later he acted on his thought. He loved
itand so did the boy. They had a relationship one might
say patterned a bit after Plato’s... for three years. Theboy
went on to manhood and to women with no regret.

Emotional intimacy between men and youngef
males is a means to enhance the socialization of boys
through relationships that are both psychclogicaﬂ}'
and developmentally sensible. Real two-way socidl
relationships of men and boys, when boys are focuse
on same gender oriented friends/role models, is advo-
cated. Can there be any argument that boys
qualitatively more from men than they have been
getting? Ageism keeps society from fully grasping B¢
import of the lives of older children and adolesee™®
and young men, as well. Many ma say, a0h, child-
hoodisso i "}’ L tha

nnocent (asexual).” But itis likely ﬂ'“‘
responsible, dutybound, probing children indmidat
parents and other adults. [ offer that postponing dee
opmental behaviors is. inconsistent with psycholoF"
o
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- ceed that period of trial and error practice and real
Klds;_;sai play 0 artain the gradual acquisitions of the
mhtisitﬂ components of complex 'E)ehaviar,

surely in the interpersonal skills area, one grows
_—menally t© the complex-responsible relation-
incf once one becomes more proficient at tasks re-
shi "y chﬁced- Yet lack of intimacy is the very
ha;m ark of tr?djdona.] n’:an]inl:s's. We simply must
qow put away protecung boys and puton preparing
heit BEFORE ad:::-lescen::e comes. We actually pro-
ect when We provide th‘e ulchances for boys to experi-
ence and to ry out their interpersonal relations, in-
Juding those with men if they so incline.

Today it is vital for adule-child interactions since
we are losing two-parent families and adolescence
iself is being elongated. Consequently, kids are kept
f-om the existing, functioning society until their early
40s when there exists a critical period for the interper-
sonal skills and self-awareness realizations.

Adult contacts satisfy such needs— not in replac-
ing the family but actually enhancing it. We seem to
regard those not yet adult as inferior, passive objects to
exploit and manipulate (and who exploits children
more than their own parents?). We say we need roshield
them from the horrors of the “real world.” Children are
treated in the United States as property with next to no
socio-legal rights that are cherished by other people; yet,
when grown, we demand that they function fully
prepared. This is why we need real interpersonal inter-
actions for kids as an alternative to scripted heterosexual
romance. Allow them to freely choose that which rhey
wish to investigate, for themselves, with appropriate
information and responsibilities.

The media and courts call overt sexual contact
“"b“f‘*-'-" as if that was all there was to the adult-child

‘elationship and as if that was the only thing that
“‘:‘l‘"{tﬂd init. This is nonsense. Yes, the sex isa possible
z:ﬁiﬂiﬁﬁn but one v.-'hich most likely rakes a back
; € communication, sharing and trust thar are
nvolved according to the players in these dramas.
mdﬁw we get older in the United States we touch less,
Prescour's work (1975; 1979) shows the less touch,

.~ More violence in a society. Since we don't have

IPT n.];c}’.: we don'thave much touch. Intimacy could be

fnlf ;Fl:nlfﬂm develops the ability mentally to take the

Cight | f;ihﬂ', and this starts about the age of seven or
ide Ntity dw:j“m“'ﬂ Eﬂ:mr is the more 'met.:rtant for

iy me_;fmmt it stands to reason their out-of-
Friendsjy contacts also fit that mold. —
the fami lyis P prepares the young for :adultlc:vt.

Mg hm‘}ﬂt prepared to n{-ﬁ?r. F.ru:ndshfps are the
Youth i ;:1 adn]csccnufe, which is why high schﬂtlll
"atuge, By Lhmﬂﬂ:.-' ﬂmblsexua_! contact of an erouc
POViges ol ¢ performing of intimate bE].'fH."l’l.Urﬁ
ing "'n‘trpcr to L‘nha:.me intrapersonal functioning

sonal relationships. There should be no

doubt thar close intergenerational relations help tide
an adolescent over a difficult period in life.

The American Indian berdache and the Hawaiian
l.'nahu 'f'ﬁm began lifelong relations with adult males,
including sex. Anthropologist Gilbert Herdt (1981)
tells Ha that 8 to 20-year olds sexually interacted as a
requirement for aboy's advent into manhood. Indeed,
there are many lonely pedophiles who would love to
take in a boy lost to “the streets,” who is also same-
gender oriented. Gay youth who hystle or are un-
wanted by their family could be adopted by a man who
loves boys. But, no, we fear that sex will ruin the boy
while the alienating milieu will not. Ironically, many
persons prefer these kids to remain homeless, unloved,
and at risk of AIDS rather than embraced in a loving
relationship with a man.

We need to scrap this arbitrary chronological age
designation for a more realistic and measurable social
age concept. Even if sex does take place, we should
focus on other authentic factors that bridge boyhood
to manhood: intimacy, tenderness, caring, bonding.
Such things last a lifetime and make lives better.

Parker Rossman (1976) studied 1000 pederasts and
300 adolescents in relatonships, finding that the boys
were involved because they elected to be, They spoke of
being cared about and loved by these men and modelled
themselves after the admired qualities of the men.

The very fact that intimacy exists with one of your
own sex only serves to assure the youngster that this is
nothing to fear. It is this fear thar the child-abuse
industry exploits as they dogmarically state that
intergenerational sex is traumatic and non-consen-
sual. As professionals, we need to be more circumspect
in our unhesitating embrace of such a position. Let us
consider the rights of children to no longer be chattel,
to be truly free to choose with whom they want to have
sexual learning, to be free to be gay or bisexual, and to
in general have control over a greater part of their lives
and profit from self-direction. We can help them, and
certainly should help them, but we should not be
depriving them, cheating them, or “protecting” them
from thatwhich will actually make them independent,

healthy persons.
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