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In the Mine
7 (page number in original)

Looking at Hidden Sexuality

It'snat just the sex that interests me - it's the whole kid. From the top d his heal to the
tip of histoes -everything, redly. You can explain lots of thingsto him, you can enjoy
al kinds of norsense with im. One evening, for instance, he cane and said that they
had discussed mining in schod. Me: “Mines are ned things, it’s quite an experience,
going down into ore, that isredly something.” He: “We didn't dothat.” Me: “Okay,
let’ s go to Bochum, where the nearest mining museum islocaed.” Later we saw
everything there. Many people certainly thought we were nuts. We aawled into the
narrowest shafts - we looked like pigs. Then we poked sticks into the blasting holesto
seehow deep they were. There were drill bits, diamond bits, roundand square bits. He
picked upaborer and gave it aturn. So we really experienced mining and to seehow
much he enjoyed it was wonderful.

What Is a Pedophil €?

The &owve story, with its enthusiastic and emphatic tone still ringing in my eas, overflows
with sexua symbalism, even though it does not describe asingle sexual ad. The narrator is a so-
cdled true pedophil e, al of whose erotic feelings - which are sometimes aded on- are directed

8 towards children. The relationship between any adult and child is, in anarrow sense, pedophilic,
if it includes bath fedings of love and sexual desire onthe older person’s part. It is he whase
wishes, interpretations, and adions determine the pedosexua situation. Therefore, my research
will center onthe alult.

Sexual desire for children is nat something that can be easily put into words, either by the
researcher or his pedophle conversational partner. The prominence and indeed daminance of the
abuse oncept makes our undertaking seem almost a saailege. And yet, thisisnot at al a
question d suppating any of my own pet theories; rather, | am concerned with the narrow
guestion: What do pedophiles sein children? The imposing literature on the subjed makes even
asking this question dfficult, if not impassble.

Common views in Germany regarding child abuse ae lesscolorful and fantastic than thase
prevalent in the Unites States. Over there, such hizarre scenes as stanic worship invalving ritual
child sex, crimes by female aswell as male aretakers, milli ons of seduced children and hlli on-
ddlar child panography businesses are talked about. [F1] Perhapsit is only a matter of time
before we witness sich spedades here. Certainly the social situationin Germany or any other
European courtry does not lend itself to being interpreted as ajungle mnceding every
concavable quelty.

The aurrent readinessto stigmatize any erotic signal received by children as “abuse” dil utes
the meaning of the term. Unfortunately this means that very sensible distinctions as to content,
9 intensity, and pesble onsequences important for understanding and making sense of things -
andfor preventive, legal, and therapeutic intervention - get lost. Thisisthe fault not of sexual
scientists, bu of single-subjed researchers and activists. From the very beginning, sexua science
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has looked at adult-child contad in a differentiating manner. The ealy author Richard v. Krafft-
Ebing discussed the rape of pre-pubertal persons, withou mincing any words. He spoke of the
"blegkest and gredest horrors," but also thought that: “Wefed it isimpaossble to consider such
criminals against childhoodinnocenceto be mentally normal.” [F2] Nevertheless in 1896,
Krafft-Ebing coined the term paedophli aerotica This encompasses cases "that involved neither
degp-seated moral, psychologicd, or physica impotenceresulting in sexual needs being met
through children, bu rather...a psychosocial perversion." Thisrelatesto aprimary inclination
towards pre-pubertal persons, whereby powerful lust fedings are satisfied vialessintensive ads,
these perverts find nosexual excitement in adults. Krafft-Ebing regarded this as a paradoxicd
phenomenon.

Shortly before the duse debate entered its current adive phase, anew handbook came onto
the research scene. Child molesters were divided into threetypes according to "discrimination
patential™ which require diff ering explanations and treament. This exhaustive and authoritative
work is based onathree-tiered typology of offenses against children: [F3]

- the true pedophl e has a general interest in social contad with children, including a sexua
dimension;

- the substitute-objed perpetrator satisfies himself by using chil dren as replacements,
becaise heis unableto gain accessto adults;

- the aggressve-sadistic perpetrator is pathologically driven to violence.

In thisbook| am concerned exclusively with the first type, which constitutes approximately
5% of all pedosexually active men.

How I Came To This Subjed

How did | cometo this subjed, which isamost always avoided, and hav did | become an
empiricd sex researcher? Around 1980 began asking what were frankly victim-oriented
guestions regarding sexual offenses. As aresult a number of people charged with dff enses turned
to me. As much as one was in agreement that the sexual abuse of children must be forbidden and
pubished. just as evil wasthe situation d enlightened child-lovers. They generally suppacsed
they had abou as much in common with an abuser as a sexually adive man has with arapist.
They believed their own erotic-sexual practicesto be strictly and immutably proper; indeed, even
goodfor children. Meanwhil e, in court, this adually works against them: their ads couldn't have
been mere dlip-ups, bu in fad had to have been committed systematicdly, and would surely be
repeded. Only their sensitivity and generosity had kept them from being caught soorer. But
now, draconian purishments and all sorts of supervisory measures are imposed.

What could | advise pedophil es—they call themselves thisto distinguish themselves from
abusers? They arerarely discussed in the aimino-padliticd and sexua science aenas. On the
contrary: Sincethe ealy 80's, a particular sensitivity has developed with regard to incest and
child abuse. In the literature, only afew studies can be foundthat consider the social and moral
patentialiti es of pedoplili a. But because these studies usually come from obviously self-
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interested and well -versed authors, they can, at most, only be ascribed limited reliability. The
fad that this bias was hardly ever openly acknowledged further fueled suspicion, which hardly
hel ped the situation. Public opinion regarding child sex and pedophles own self-concepts could
not be any more divergent. So, my adviceis: If you want to be lessbedeviled about things, you
must be more frank. In thisway, | will rely onthe explanatory power of well -grounded scientific
reason.

How We Will Procedl

The way this happened was that, in 1990,] redized there were sufficient funds avail able to
embark ona medium-sized research study. [F4] The projed began with one psychalogist, two
recent social science graduates, and my pre-existing study group, norm of whom had any
particular biases onthe subjed. It was cal ed The Phenomenondogy of Sexual Contads Between
Adults and Chil dren, encompassng both men and women, girls and boys. The search for
pedophili c women, though no completely withou success neverthelessproved so dfficult that
this portion d the projed had to be prematurely terminated. [F5] It was with pedophili c men that
we first initiated the dove-mentioned conversations, later gaining accessto interview partners -
from quite varied badgrounds - whom we would never have been able to read on ouw own. In
addition to the somewhat self conscious boylovers, we dso locaed the more seaetive girl lovers.

Thisisthefirst German-language projed to empiricdly investigate the socio-sexual asped
of pedophilia. The decision was made to go beyond psychiatric or criminoogical samples, which
areinevitably limited by the fad that they are drawn from narrow popuations sich as patients,
inmates in ingtitutions, and convicts. Our project isaimed at the so cdled “dark number;” i.e., we
shall describe anon-selective group.We distinguish between pedophili a, andincest and child
abuse: The ault-child contads do nd take place within the family, do nd represent any
substitute-ads, and are not based onforceor violence aan endin itself.

Weinterviewed sixty men. A continuouws sries of pedophlesled usto further informal
conversations, or yielded written information. The several-hour-long interviews were therefore
asopen as possble. A guide that had been prepared helped to ensure that no essential aspeds
would be overlooked. Of those questioned about two-thirds were boylovers, ore-third were girl-
lovers, and afew evinced an interest in bah sexes.

Skeptics will i nitially be inclined to chall enge the validity of such studies, sincethe selection
of thase questioned would na be representative. Certainly, our cross-sedionwas not drawn from
the overall total of al pedophle men, simply because they are, of necessty, unknown. One
useful criterion would surely be: What sort of sampling methodwould minimize any concevable
distortions? Typicd studies employing criminologicd or psychiatric samples do nd even attempt
to weeal ou outliersinvalving convicted and/or therapeuticdly needy men. We, onthe other
hand, reve constituted ou research group viasevera diff erent avenues: speaking to visiting
groups, placing want-ads in locd newspapers, advertising in nudst magazines, and snowball
procedures that all owed usto oltain continuing referrals. Therefore, our crosssedion was
derived from the widest posshle cachment areathat we wuld conceve of and reach.
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This dudy, which ran over severa years, presented us with numerous ethicd dilemmas. In a
pedosexual encourter, the dhild turns over his or her genital potentiality to aman or woman
whom the dild either later doesnot desire & all, or does not yet desire. This contradiction raises
many questions, even aside from any general moral considerations. How does the dild
assmil ate the experience?Thisis an empiricd questionthat has sarcdy ever been investigated,
in many western courtries, investigationinto it isn't even all owed. It is by no means aforegone
conclusion, either logicdly or by way of developmental psychaogy, that the answers would be
negative. Moreover, social and emotional discrepancies between participantsin sexual situations
are dso common in many other sorts of scenarios. One caana be satisfied with the cdegorical
argumentation d David Finkelhor, the leader in serious research into child abuseinthe U.S. In
an informative debate éout Theo Sandfort's much-read inquiry, Finkelhor felt that in the final
analysis, the need to prohibit pedasexuality was not contingent uponthe results of empiricd
research: "Some types of socia relationships violate deeply-roated values and principles of our
culture mncerning equality and self-determination. [sex] between children and adultsis one of
them." [F6]

Here, | would like to make amore @mncrete argument: The moral violationliesnat in the
pedosexual ad itself, but in unwelcome importuning, exploitation, and taking advantage of
ancther; i.e., in the damage to their personality development. Just where the auitonamy violation
beginsis something that needs to be mnceptually and empiricdly clarified, notwithstanding the
fad that encourters between adults and children are not aways logical. In any event, it is quite
obvious that at least some of the relationships that occur do nd require any intervention: The
children cling to their lover; they could lease him at any time, if they wanted to.
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Abou Looks or Abou Character

Erotic Attraction to Children

There ae alutswho do nd merely have an erotic preference for children, bu in fad desire
them exclusively. This smpleinsight merits beaing in mind. If pedophiliais an erotic sexual
preference, then it isinevitable that it will manifest itself. Overly subedive and hastily imposed
psychiatric characterizationslike “fixation” and “perversion” only serve to obscure the fads.
That there ae, in fad, adults who have astable pedophili ¢ orientation was demonstrated in the
laboratory of the sex psychologist Kurt Freund.[F7] In the experiments carried ou there,
pedophili awas determined solely through genital resporse. For an gperational definitionin the
research-technical sense, despite the fact that it will still | eave some open questions, we will use
asour starting paint the foll owing example: What does the eotic preference mean to the subjed
whois 9 ariented? The general discourse provides sme answers for common sexua formslike
male and female heterosexuality. Asfar as marginal sexual forms are concerned, onthe other
hand, literature and the massmedia ather remain silent, or distort the image with haror stories,
moral campaigns, and drty jokes. Kurt Freundregjeded self reports as an information source
becaise pedophles rarely admit to their actual erotic fantasies. Thisjudgment seems a bit hasty,
though | too foundthat pedophles autobiographicd writings did na go into great detail. In our
undertaking, these led to further discoveries abou their experiences and desires through the use
of intensive interviewing.

The Child's Essnce

At the center of the pedophil €'s longing stands “the right boy” or “theright girl.” He yearns
for the exad qualiti es that typify a member of the generation coming up. It's nat chrondogical
agethat'sdedsive, bu rather a combination d physicd and personal characteristics. Therefore,
the pedophl e takes seriously those young people with whom he could fall in love.

Anyway, | myself am much more atuned to children's personal essence. | myself am
onthe side of young people. Where dildren hang ou, how they ad, what they want
- for methisisnot only asight for sore eyes, bu awhole experience

In my eyes ayouth isn't some littl e kid who hesto be proteded, bu rather, for me, a
child isaperson.| accept children fully, even when they are totally unreasonable.

| need littl e ones | emotionality.

This means that what's eroticized isn't immaturity, bu rather the essence of a particular type.
According to the pedophle's conception, the dhild is no empty vessl, into which cultureis
infused littl e by littl e until he or she has grown ug the dild possesssinstead an ariginal nature,
more worthy of love than an adult could ever be. At numerous times, those we questioned
described littl e ones' sincerity and drectness And what isloved isn't the bud; it's the blooming
of the flower that is the chil d-person:
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The ages that attrad me begin at eight years old, depending on hav the dild hes
developed. A girl can begin developing at eight yeas of age. Sheis at her most
beautiful when sheisten ar eleven, which iswhen sheredly blossoms. Then sheis
like arose in full bloom.

The dild of his preference- andthereisawide variationin tastes - literally enchants the
pedophle. Many sped& of amagicd age. others, experiencethe special radiance of a dild. Not
only the prosped of sexua contad attrads them, bu the whale natural associationwith boys
primarily attrads them, the life in the aura of boys.

When asked to describe an adual loved ar “ided” child in greater detail, thase questioned
mentioned numerous charaderistics. Individuals tended to name asmall number of features, a
characteristic mixture that continued to reaur. Many mentioned that they were a¢ually not
aiming for spedfic dharacteristics. But | grouped the ided-child feaures that did come up. Here
are some examples: loving, aff ectionate; intelli gent, open; bald and cheeky as oppased to well -
mannered, quet, or cdm. Thus, oppaing characteristics were dso mentioned: cheeky as
oppased to well-mannered, for instance The pedophiles did na adhere to any sort of uniform
standard. It ismy impression that they see dildren just as clealy as any other member of
society, and that, moreover, they observe them very carefully.

The men racked their brains regarding the difficult relationship between external and
internal qualiti es, something which, by the way, in our cross-section oy happened with the
boylovers; regarding the girls, thisdid na appea to produce aconflict. There was also afaction
who dacel a stronger emphasis on communicative a oppacsed to aesthetic values.

Many of my boys were actualy nat particularly handsome. If what one wantsisa

steady friendship, looks are not the most important thing. Looks are dways anice
plus. But the most important thing, in order to be able to be with aboy for alonger
period d tine, isto have some things in common.

Whether he has black hair or blonde hair, is a brunette or has fredles, it's all the sane
to me. If he'sgood-natured - if he'snot ajerk or asmart-aledk - then I'll li ke him.

| know boys who, at first glance aren't redly handsome. But then when you talk to
them, they suddenly became gorgeous, onaccourt of their personaliti es.

There aetimeswhen | say, okay, you're nicelooking but, nothanks.

The hunter employs different strategiesin wild, goen spaces than he does in the more
intimate social arena. The expert pedophle doesn't just go for any child who heppens to come
aong; first he sounds things out to seeif the diild would be more or lessavail able. He has to
take agoodlook. That's why so many of thase we questioned said that looks were only what
initially attraded them. They keywords are: l0oks - face - eyes.

Appeaanceis adwaysthefirst thing. It is clear that's what one looks at initially. It is
of course much later on that one finds out what the boy isredly like. And when ore
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doesfindthis out, then even a handsome boy can suddenly lose his charms, and
paossbly nolonger even be of interest. But looks do come first, which at least permits
meto daydream.

What does aman like me look for in aboy? Appearanceis the first thing you look at,
and then when all the rest of it comes, looks are no longer as important.

In the mntest between external and interna attractivenessfadors, appearance anjoys a
speaal status. On the one hand it givesimmediate aathetic satisfaction; onthe other it provides
indired evidence of charader, above dl through the face. Pedophiles go back and forth onthis,
perhaps even more than we ourselves do.

The Child' s Body

Prevaent scientific as well aslay opinion hdds that pedophl es derive stimulation from
children's gpedal physicd qualiti es, such as young bodes withou pulic hair, developed breasts,
etc. But the fads do nd suppat such simplistic views. Simultaneous physiologicd and socio-
cultural tracks are the hallmarks of all sexuality types. Physicd charaderistics are by no means
the only things that interest pedoplil es, as a British psychologist with arather interesting
research technique has also discovered. [F8]

Aswas aready mentioned, we may take nate of the fad that those questioned dofind
children physicdly attradive. Each of them mentioned at least a few fedures that charaderize
young people's exterior form - charaderistics that are, naturally, exclusive to this particular phase
of life. Therefore pedophili c desireis also dreded toward a dhild's physical stature. Small ones,
differentness and the multiplicity of the alult’s fantgasies led most to spe&k of various physicd
characteristics, of different intensities andin varying combinations. When the palette is this
broad, there shoudn't be any pedophleswho are unableto find a child that suits them; and also,
no child who would always remain urettractive from the viewpoint of a pedophle. The old
saying about there being alid for every pat is also applicable here.

Isthere acode by which pedophil es expresstheir fedings of attradion? Asit turns out, they
employ the same words and meanings used by mainstream society to describe, classfy, and
evauate dhildren. It would seem that pedopliles have naot developed any spedal language or
ways of perceving things. They see dildren as they are, accepting them - so to spe&k - at face
value. To this extent, pedo-eroticism is nat based onsome sort of phantom; it isfired by its
subjeds existing physical and emotional charaderistics. What the little ones shoud belikeis put
bluntly:

| adually lookfor very small and celicate boys; so, nd stocky ones.
| look, for example, for very thin boys.
| have dways been attraded to soft and slender girls. Always. | can't begin

something with a butterball . There redly shoudn't be anything abou them that sticks
OUL.



21

22

Lautmann Page 11 d 74

She hasto be & dender as possble, and she can't be muscular, heavy, or short: she
cannd be abutterball. Thisis very important, because otherwise she just won't
apped to me.

Being fat isindeal often mentioned as a turn-off, sometimes rather categoricaly. But are
these well -fed chil dren always rejected by pedophiles?

Relatively corpulent boys are more problematic for me. If | natice such a boy and
find hm to be extremely likable, and he makes a gred effort to reach ou to me, then,
| would be ready.

The hair €licits the usual degreeof attention. Since al children still possessthis particular
ornamentation, the fantasy always revolved around color and amourt, which aso foll ows the old
clichés.

She had beautiful long blonde hair, and Hue eyes. | espedally like such things.

Many other things were mentioned as being found attradive: the eyes, the skin, the voice,
physicd condtion. There was nothing that could be termed pedo-typicd. Different sexual
aspeds - often nolonger present in adults and dder persons -were dso highly prized. Those
guestioned said littl e dout infantil e genitalia dthough, when this did come upin the interviews,
it was explored in further detail . Little was said about either the penis or the vagina. They do d
course have an interest in these organs, which they find swed, and shower with attention.
Though the genitaliawere cetainly valued, this was not manifested in any particular way. Pubic
hair was another matter entirely. Through it is shown the alvance of age. Boylovers say that,
from the point of view of attradiveness it is nat, altogether, a goodthing.

| love it when a coupe of very light, tiny hairs begin to appea. But it's adifferent
matter when there are threeor four of them. At that point, oreislikely to think there
redly shoudnt be any more.

When more do come, it shows you that the relationship might be drawing to a dose.
At any day it could cometo passthat he says: “My God, what we've been dangisall
well and good, bu thereisthisgirl, and I'm just nolonger interested.”

The girl-lovers were even more dramatic-soundng. They worry abou the dtradivenessof
their littl e swedheats, drawing a particularly sharp line between them and adult women.

What attrads me is when they still have notrace of pubkic hair. That is, | can fully see
what's what. Her most beautiful spot has not fully sprouted. Of course it beginsto at
thirteen or fourteen; at eleven it's garse, and at twelve you can redly see something.
Fine, a mupe of pubic hairs, that doesn't bother me; but what | like the best, as they
say in the vernacular, “naked pussy.”
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For some reason a another I've developed ahorror of pulic hair. Persondly, | will
also shaveit. Consequently, with afourteen year-old, | am nolonger ableto get it up.

Girl-lovers are, of course, also focused onthe breast region. There's hardly an areathey don't
pay attention to. It's aquestion d magnitude. For those who favor the wrrespondng age group,
that first step beyondflat-chestednesswould do ncdy.

For me the breasts must have started to develop a bit, yet still have a ompletely
chil d-like shape to them.

| like barely-developed bressts; that is, when they're like littl e half-moors.

23 What's dedsive for meis when the nipples are just like littl e buds coming out.

TheEroticisation of Transition

When sprouting, growing, and buddng are what one dreams of, as for example of agirl's
breasts, the pedophil €'slongings are focused onthe transition a change from one physical
developmental stage to ancther. The passage into maturity iswhat kindles desire. Thisis
somewhat different from, say, a aulinary appetite for baby vegetables. The processof change - as
oppased to the status itself - iswhat attracts. A girl lover:

For me, what hasto happen is for these so-cdl ed primary or secondary attributes to
be gradually manifesting their various forms. | get enthusiastic when | see thefirst
signs.

Girl-lovers generally have more difficulty with coherently describing their tastes, and
ascribing linguistic terms to them. It is precisely becaise they are & a cetain stage in their self-
understanding that they are, still, feding their way around.Therefore free-flowing associations
along these lines prove more informative, as the foll owing interview segment demonstrates.

What attrads me, | think, is when the body is nat quite devel oped. Something where
the fantasy still hasroom to play itself out, so, as a person develops further. The
person hes nat reached an end-status; and indeed, thereredly isn't one. | till have
the dhance to experience some part of their development with them. Andthisis
something that's been important my whale life, including my mental life: | want to
24 develop myself, aswell as experience development. To me, staying the samein any
way is afrightening thought. Therefore, to me, an example of afrightening thought
would be owning my own hane; to me thiswould always be like acoffin. | liketo
always keep roving. This also impads the sexual asped of the whale thing: What
fascinates me @ou children isthat through them, | can live out the fantasy of still
being in transition.

Spe&king strictly about pederasts, it turned ou the older person always acted as a pedagogue
for the younger one. Asin the ancient Greek model, the Erastes was both lover and teadher. [F9]
Some of the present-day boylovers also insisted that:
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My goal isnat to exploit or say like, the main thing iswhat | want, I'll have my fun;
my goal is smply to teach him.

My dreamsis perhaps the dream of all pedophiles, as| picture the ancient Greeks
having lived ou: to have asmall boy to educate and bring up, even though the boy
had almost reached pulerty, and needed to be tutored in the ats of war.

The fascination with transition also has concrete manifestations in the sexua sphere.

It iswonderful to experience getting to know atwelve-year-old as he starts to

mature. When you experience his first orgasm, when you experience hisfirst
gaalation, when you explain everything to im that you passbly can. Inded, thisis
also something new for him. It's lovely.

| liketo see how he develops, on upto hisfirst gaaulation. When | have aboy who
isten ar eleven, | always want him to finally read the point where | can be the first
person to swallow his sed.

| would na begin a sexual relationship with aboy of fifteen or older. It's different if |
knew him from earlier. | would also be interested to knaw if, by the time the boy
turned twenty one, he was onceagain invalved in things. It would be fascinating to
seehow he'd developed, and what his feelings were now.

Observing anather person's development, staying by their side and caring for them are the
leitmotifs of human relationships, love included. In the pedoplil e this tendency reaches new,
amost unprecalented heights. Why isthis ©7? Not all transitions are praised, particularly those
which signal dedine. Among society's basic values are (or were) growth and performance, all
protests to the mntrary notwithstanding. In pulerty, children’s bodes undergo dramatic changes
asthey grow and perform, espedally in the primary realm of sexuality. It is consequently no
wonder that thistransitionis subjed to eroticisation.
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Girls, Boys, Men, Women
Age and Gender Dimensions

Are young people loved becaise they are nat yet firmly fixed as being either male or
femal e? Attempts are often made to accourt for pedophli a-in these terms. One thinks of the
ancient love for the gohebe, and considers the dharming statues of young men produced between
the seventh and fifth centuries B.C. For Sigmund Freud it was "nat the boy's masculine darader
but rather his physica resemblanceto awoman, as well as his female mental qualiti es” that
sparked the man's interest. [F10] And Camille Paglia cdlstheicon d the boy beauty "an
androgyne, a shining smultaneity of masculine axd feminine."

These asumptions mean well: They reflea arich understanding of - and gently point
towards - atherapeutic path to heterosexuali zation. But they certainly also lead to some asurd
conclusions. For one thing, they scarcdy addressboy-love; they aso fail to acourt for how
females e males. Are yourg people then, aside from infants, sexually open, indeterminate, or
doulde-sexed? No, and if yes, pedophles would then be the perfect bisexuals: both sexesin just
onedesired olject. That children and youth in and of themselves are goticized is smething that
such theories cannat admit. They only see the aroidance of adult, diff erent-gendered sexual
objeds. Pedophliawould, in the final analysis, be explained using circular logic; that is, as the
fail ure to achieve amature heterosexuality. For our part, we shall now examine how pedophles
demarcate their preferred ages, and haw that in turn relates to preferred gender.

The Many Ages of Childhood

We know from biographicd studies that age-norms are nat (or are no longer) empiricdly
sound They do nd impact the life murse, andyield nosocially valid schedule. [F11] Norms
relating to age differences aren't controlli ng either. Ideas concerning precociousnessor falling
behind, “too ealy” or “too late,” are obsolete; it isnow amatter of gymnast or computer-gamer,
thief or beggar.

Pedophlesfollow not age norms, bu rather their various fantasies regarding grls or boys. It
isnat childhood,which is cdculated as a numerical age of zero upto perhaps fourteen, that is
eroticized, bu rather a certain segment of it. In any event the age diff erence between the loving
and the beloved personislarge and undoubedly present for both of them; it isalso determined
by them. For pedophlestheided age difference isamost as gnall asit isin ather sexual
scenarios: In amarried coude the woman shoud be afew years younger than the other and so
on. The pedophle must first come to terms with protedive age limits.

Agelimitsadually traverse the very physical charaderistics that are most important.
If a15year-old aready has al too hairy legs, then for me they're basically sexually
dea. Asfor 16-, 18-, or even 20-year-olds who still | ook 12,then, | can still sleg
with them. And going downward in age, there ae 10-year-olds who are dready
relatively well-developed physicdly, and who therefore look just like 14-year-olds;
but when 12year-olds dill have the figure of a 9-yea-old, they don't interest me.



29

30

Lautmann Page 15 d 74

All'inall thereisabroad palette of age-spans that pedophles are interested in. They also see
the many phases that a chil d goes through:

Therefore | findthat a10-, 11-, or 12-year-old boy has many wonderful sidesto him.
A boisterousness agaiety, playfulness uncompli caedness- those ae what make me
fed dive. On the other sideisthe boy of 15 a 16 whothinks alot abou various
matters, abou himself personally, and abou the world, etc., onan entirely diff erent
level.

Although we have aldressed this subjed many times, we have often had to content
ourselves with merely approximate answers. Due to the neeal to protect themselves, thase
guestioned ddn't want to be too spedfic. They earnestly believed in the morality of their desires,
and were not fixated onmere numbers as | had suppaosed, and as sme acourts of age-
preference would indicate.

| would say... six to sixteen. The questionisn't how old, bu how boyish heis.

Perhaps from five to sixteen or seventeen years old, somewhere in that area. Indeed,
the important thing is that there's real communication and shared fedings. They're
not yet there like thisin athree or four-year-old boy. Thus | aso canna imagine it
with ababy or atwo or threeyear-old boy. | have asmall child myself. Those ae
different fedings; there, the caing for feding is expressed in significantly stronger
terms.

Thaose questioned appeared to be predominantly interested in teenagers and the course of
puberty; the boylovers, anyway. It is here that they experience afascinationwith transitionin the
strongest terms.

So the ealiest isfrom eleven on.l would regard anything under that as abuse. For
me thisisimportant: The boy must already be &le to experiencefedings of his own.
Y ou canna make him have them. He must already experiencefedings of hisown in
the intimate sphere, and he adually hasto arealy know what he wants.

Regarding pre-pubescents, such men doindeed pay attention to, derive pleasure from, and
have some erotic feelings for them, although they seem to hdd bad from actually having sex
with them.

| take pleasurein just talking to aboy abou this or that, even if, to me, he's too small
to even think o going to bed with. But he's avery pretty boy, who aso brings
something esthetic, something visual. But | can't goto bed with some kind d pretty
vase or little, pretty sculpture ather. A boy who daesn't yet suit my sexual wishes,
sincehe can't even gjaaulate yet, isjust a pretty boy.

I'm nat interested in sex with children who have not yet been touched by puberty. |
find them to be nice and cute and everything, and would be quite happy to go pay
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with them in a crner or something; but that isn't what redly doesit for me. What
redly rings my bell i swhen pulkerty arrives.

Persons who are not - or do nd look - young enough will nat catch a pedophil €'s eye. Within
an existing relationship, then, the sexual interest will dedine and fade markedly. If the younger
party doesn't simply stay away and the friendship continues, a different sort of relationship is
negotiated. All sorts of physicd am social signs are mentioned as indicaions that childhoodis
fading away: change of voice, macdo behavior, hair, beads, and then interest vanishes. Mine and
the boy's too, kecause then, you knaw, he'lll go with agirl. Or with regard to girls: "Asthey turn
thirteen, fourteen, | slowly start to lose interest. Then they start putting on too much make-up.”

The Child Has a Gender

Thereisa cetain habitual way of thinking which fosters the assumption that the objeds of
child-love aelargely sexless Before puberty set in, bodes would have developed few
differences from one another. In the types and ways that the literature and media of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries have portrayed the dnild, sex diff erences have been
homogenized into auniform construct. Pedophli anot only crosss the generational boundary,
but also that between male and female. Such naions belong to the past.

James Kincad, professor of English literature, has seleded materials from literature, film,
etc. in order to work out the nature and development of the love of children. It was a daring
projed that produced astonishing results. Kincad asserted that children's gender had littl eto do
with pedophili ¢ fantasy, which amsinstead to deconstruct diff erences, above dl of age and
status. [F12] The dealy naticedle preferences for girls or boys of the creators of, respectively,
"Alicein Wonderland" and "Peter Pan" are explained away as the idiosyncrasies of their authors.
On the other hand, thase we questioned - authors as it were of present-day as oppcsed to
Victorian pedophli a- have preferences which are noticedly gender-based.

Pedophles own reports do nd suppat any sort of androgynous or gender-neutral theory.
Quite the contrary: The question d boy or girl preoccupies them. They ascertain the direction o
their desires through thought or trial and are, accordingly, well-informed abou it. Though
exceptions to the rule and deviations from the norm do accur, they do nd cloudthisclea
finding: the desired child has a gender, in the sense of male or female. Pedophil es are, in most
cases, either girl-lovers or boylovers.

Having pointed ou thisfinding, | must add the following caved: Thisis my interpretation d
theinterview materials. The resporses of thase questioned usually didn't differ by much.
Although they were indeed focused ongender difference, their fantasies typicdly didn't exclude
the possbili ty of contad with the other sex. It seamed to me they were usualy clealy inclined
towards a particular gender, as | gathered from their experiences and detail ed descriptions.
Although they were not always personally so structured and well -defined, they did charaderize
themselves as being exclusively inclined towards a particular sex. In a socio-historicd sense,
pedophiliamay be atransition stage, in which the longed-for child, in the end, comprises only
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his or her gender. Thisisadiluted version d my own conclusion: For pedophil es, the dhild is not
gender-less

Wewill now look at how one of the men, a aaftsman in his mid-twenties, discovered his
own gender preference

| have dwaysimagined being with agirl. But a diild - that was crazy. | can't be
objedive a&ou it. Theway | lookat it isthat | have redly always liked boys, bu
thought that being with a girl would be more accepted. Now | nolonger ook at girls.
| talked myself into this, because, agirl isjust like a dild. But now | know that it's
not girls - it'sjust boys. There's sSmply naothing quite like aboy.

He who dscovers within himself an incli nation towards chil dren has thereby arealy taken
the biggest step. As onas he gets over the shock of it, having forsaken and to some degree
overcome normality, there ae then further decisions to be made: How small and what sex isthe
wished-for child? Why this gender and nd the other? First the boylover:

It's amixture of ahunger for adventure and a need to be neaded. The yearning for
affection onthe one side, and a"go get 'em" attitude on the other.

With aboy I can hang out. | have noideahow I'd be suppcsed to ad with agirl. |
could o course play with agirl, bu from an emotional standpant it's much easier for
me with boys.

| findlittl e girlsreal cute and everything, but they dont doit for me sexually; then, to
me, something would be missng. | like playing with littl e dicks. And that's never

going to happen with a girl.
Girl-lovers also emphasize their preference

Therefore | like soft faces with pretty eyes. There ae of course boys who have looks
that are just as ft; in the final analysis one sees everything through the lens of his
own sexuality. What attrads one person daesn't interest somebody else. | find girls
looks, certain kinds of girls looks very attradive; and loys' looks, hardly at all. And
when | dorunaaossagood o, it's because he looks ft like agirl. The body is
also completely different. Girls, eight or ten-year old girls, are quite differently
shaped than boys, and from the rea they have entirely different baottoms, girls' being
somehow rounded in that uniquely feminine way.

Boysrealy don't interest me & all. If | had aboy in bed with me for the night I'd just
lay there, because there'd be nothing to do.

Not al of our conversational partners were so firmly fixed. Whether a diild of the other
gender might also interest them was something many had considered, espedally the girl-lovers.
But of course this remained hypatheticd, and dd na involve any sexua contad. Sex with a
child whoisadually not of the desired gender may occur, so long as the pedophilein questionis
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still experimenting. Therefore, perhaps one day, in an “emergency”: “It happened orce, when
things werereally tight, and | was gressed ou about something. So | got together with this boy.
Not that | wanted to team up with hm.”

Girlsand Boys Equally

Arethere bisexual pedophles? Threeout of our sixty conversational partners dated that they
liked girls and boys equally. Their experiences with chil dren were very limited, and they had
major difficulties with being pedophiles. They aso have sex with adult partners. These multi -
facded persons knew no limits with resped to age or gender. Apparently their desires circulated
through any number of persons. What for me remains unanswered is why their residual
heterosexuality can't help them avoid the risks of a pedoplfili ¢ existence

Through my bisexuality, in a cetain sense | pull up bah tracks.

For methere'sredly nodifference | seenaked men just as often as | do reked
women. Everyone has their own needs and particular personal desires. For me this
means men just as often as women, boys just as often as girls. Therefore | can med
someone from any of these four groups who by all appeaancesis enormously
likeable.

The boundry between male and female can also beaome blurred here. The objed of one's
desire becomes doulde-gendered, which might breahe new life into the earlier-rejeded
androgyne hypothesis.

There was alittl e girlishnessto the figure. Slender and dark, relatively long hair. So
not clealy masculine. It's always the girlish-looking boys that interest me.

One artainly must not over-generali ze here. Then the men quded here wouldn't seem like
red pedoplhiles; nevertheless their sexuality doesn't have much structure to it.

Suppacse that two identicd twins, aboy andagirl of aniceage, say ten, are standing
in front of me naked. In that case | wouldn't be aleto dedde. They would haveto
talk to me, tell me who they are inside. From the outside, | wouldn't be aleto
chocse. | still dorit know what makes me chocse one over another. There aetimes
when a girl would excite me more, and there are times when a boy would. There may
be influences that vary with climate, the weaher, the time of yea, or the people one
sees onthe street or had seen the day before yesterday for all | know. | awaystry to
look ceeply into myself; but | just can't figure it out on my own.

A more mnvincing explanationisthat - emotionally as well as a matter of pradice- they are
cetainly inclined towards chil dren of a particular gender, and yet also have a catain appetite for
venturing outside of that. This variety of bisexuality must nat be mwndemned as afailure. A
boylover with littl e experienceof girls:
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| oncehad this cutelittl e girl. Indeed, | see adot; there are girlswho are & pretty asa
picture, abou whom | say to myself, she would definitely be alot of fun. .Girls have
a ompletely different nature. The commonality isthat my interest isin pre-pubertal
girls. It's basically the same body type; they have achild-like quality to them. There
are dso prepubertal differences; i.e., girlswith very wide hips, very womanly;
they're okay looking, | don't jump onthem. Actually there ae more girlswho could
be just as good as a boy.

Differences Between Boy- and Girl-Love

With every scientific sex study thereisthis dilemma: How shoud | ded with the gender
difference? Alfred Kinsey simply wrote two separate reports; one on men, ore on women. Many
male authors think in masculi ne terms; many female authors gill refer only to females. No sexua
ad can be alequately charaderized withou referring to the gender(s) of its participants. There
are dways at least two versions of the event, of, for example, masturbation, same-sex love, or
marital redity. On the other hand the sex itself canna be aut into two halves. It belongs, asiit
were, ouside of the gender divide, to human beings. In thisbooktherefore, | will discussthe
core aommonaliti es within pedophli ain general before aldressng the differences, some of
which have dready been mentioned.

When ou conversational partners discussed their erotic feelings, they often employed terms
that by definition describe young people of the male or female gender. The girl-lovers
emphasized that the desired person must be girli sh, and the boylovers goke of boyishness But
thisis by no means sme insignificant and empty formula. Rather, those questioned | eft the
impresson that they yearned for a dild whose physicd and emotional charaderistics conformed
to agiven gender. That is, gender clichés are eroticized. And gender characteristics overlap aso.
The girlish boy is hardly ever mentioned; the boyish girl, onthe other hand, isn't rare & all. But
so what? Does the possbili ty of this coexistencerefute the assertion that the desired child has a
gender which isundoultedly his or her own? | don't think so. Then there ae the “difficult cases’
in ou crosssection who characterize themselves as bisexual: chrondogicdly the phase prior to
beaming certain that oneis a pedophile, aswell as advocaes of an asexual lifestyle.

Some girl-lovers used formulas like "boyishly-slim" in order to contrast the physically-
desired type of personwith afully grown woman.

From the moment she becomes awoman, it's over. She must be amore woman-
child, rather devil-may-care with a boyish character, but withou hard features. So,
adual woman have make-up and are dl in your face- that bothers me.

Older interpretational models, ac@rding to which children are largely indeterminate,
continue to cling to life. Here one dso hears about the fea of afully-devel oped, equally-entitl ed
woman.

The girl or boylover values typical contemporary qualiti es. The self-defined pedophle raves
abou the properly-gendered characteristics of his child. Moreover, whereas boys are more likely
to be described in terms of their behavior, girls are more often described in terms of their
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appeaance. The dtradive boy isa“burst of energy,” “ not tied to his mother's apron string,” and
is“noangel” but instead a “rascd.”

The dtractive girl is described using terms like pretty, beautiful, swed, and cute. Thisisa
remarkable differencerelative to the description d the ided boy. Certainly this esthetic
vocabulary is applied to them as well, bu much more rarely, and hardly ever in terms of good
looks being the primary cause of attradion. Sometimes boylovers will even explicitly rgjed the
handsome ones. With girls, however, there is the stereotypicd celebration o superficiality:

In purely visual terms girls are much more dtractive, only becaise of their clothing,
their outfits. | have dso fallenin love with just aface There wasthis girl on the
merry-go roundthat | kept filming, who hed jeans on. She was gill small, so | would
guess $x, seven. She had awonderfully pretty face, an angelic face

All of these dharaderisticsthat are seen as typicd of girls or boys are obviously based on
nothing more than familiar clichés. It's not the tender boy in the spatli ght but the conqueror; not
the dashing grl but the estheticdly pleasing one. One could na, howvever, be anoyed at this;
pedophiles are nat in the vanguard of female and male liberation. They're merely doing what all
sexual forms do: relating to establi shed meanings of gender.

Diff erences between girl- and boy-love show upfirst as pre-sexual manifestations. The play,
liveliness and adventures that bring such joy to many pedophles don't so much stoke lust
diredly, bu rather provide the initial erotic spark. Such patonic pleasures are dealy
experienced by the boylovers. But they are, onthe other hand, rarely mentioned by the girl
lovers. At therisk of over-generali zing, the difference between pedophles vis-a-vis desired
gender may be summarized as follows: Boy-love relates to the love of a young man, and knowvs
something of the man he shall beacome (“Pederasty” model); girl-love looks at the forms which
precale young womanhood (“ Lolita” mode!).

Such asymmetry has just aslittl e impad onthe overal i nternal cohesiveness of pedophilic
desire & dothe anorphous constructs of homo- or hetero-sexual desire ontheir validity. The
latter, of course, do nd transgressgenerational boundaries. Therefore the individual sexual forms
have & their disposal what are, undoulbedly, the rather circumscribed dmensions of gender and
generation; and yet, wherever boundaries overlap, continuiti es and admixtures thrive.

I nto Bed With Adults?

So, that clumsy question ore is aways itching to ask abou pedophiles would be: Why can't
they just be satisfied with permisgble sexual partners? Formerly there has been an ungeasant
tendency to raise one'sindex finder, talking of over-satiation, depravity, or even moral
confusion. Today, oreis more likely to accept the fad that sexual orientations have certain
inevitabiliti es and immutabiliti es to them. But that now raises sme new questions: How
authentic isthe eotic atradion to children? Have pedophl es tested ou their sexua responseto
non-children?
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Sexual experiences with ather adults was not a central topic of our inquiry. When the
conversational partners did expressthemselves onthis subjed, it happened casualy and
sportaneously. Therefore we do nd have awhale series of answers concerning this. We ae,
admittedly, unable to compare these fragments with ore another, or even enumerate them.

Comparing sexua experiences with child versus adult partners might be agoodstarting
point for getting to the bottom of the origin and function d a pedoptili c orientation. However,
our datashoud na be used as a source of ideas for possble therapeutic regimens; the questioned
pedophles smply describe their tastes sde-by-side with the potentialiti es for adult oriented
sexuality. Severa kinds of them typically crop w.

There ae men who take note of the relevant desires within themselves, and yet do nd
personally define themselves as pedophiles. They (perhaps gill) keep their forbidden longings in
chedk, approaching and stepping over the bounds of permissbili ty by simply stroking a dnild,
withou adually abandaning normality.

Sometimes | picture having such arelationship with alittl e girlfriend. But then |
always say to myself, that doesn't fly in thisworld, even if others are doing it. But
I'm not that perverse yet. And besides, | don't know if I'd have the wurage. And |
also wouldn't have the glightest ideawhere to begin. Thisis only one kind of erotic
adventure...| would like alittl e girlfriend for myself, bu am naot the type who would
look for awoman who has kids just so | could gain accessto them.

Sex with an adult woman is also ou of the question. | still have threeweeks before
my divorceisfinal. Being aroundchil dren gives me sexual satisfadion like nothing
else does; even for just amoment, it's © nice With awoman | soon kecome
disstisfied. So | try to be completely normal. | also knav exadly how children can
be harmed.

Many employ legal disguisesto hide their pedophli c tendencies. An interview partner with
apreferencefor girls aroundeleven:

| am aso ableto love asame-age woman. To be sure, | limit myself then to thase
wholookwild, beautiful, and have areally chil d-like body to look at. But then again,
most women have lots of people asking for them, and are usually aready busy
elsawhere. At the moment | have marriage plans with awoman from the Phili ppines.
| can scarcely believe how | cameto live with a 23-year-old. The more time passs,
the more doulis | have.

Others doindeed all ow themselves to get involved with adults, but have to think about
children to get an eredion, as the foll owing example of a boylover who lived with awoman for
nealy ayear demonstrates.

It only worked when | picture her son, for example. | also canna take the initi ative
by coming up to her and saying, | want you right now. Whereas with a boy, | would
know right away how | needed to procead. When it's no problem for the boy, it'sno
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problem for me. Whereas with awoman, | have to think abou what I'm doing. But
then | also realize I'm holding something bad from her.

On the path to intimate communicaion with an adult partner are ereded hurdles, onwhich
the longings of these men beame caught and sustain damage. Certainly the road to the dhild is
also paved with perils and troules, though nomore so than athers that occur between adults.

| have dso had relationship with women, which were dso pretty nice | absolutely
have had so-cdled namal relationships, but children, girls, have dharms that adult
women dorit have. For some reason a other | haven't gotten onas well with women,
was a bit shaky, and so a'so ddn't have much success I'm unsure of myself. With
girlsit's entirely different; I'm completely sure then.

Sometimes, nonprimary sexual fedings help with sexua potency:

I've taken a detour past the gay scene. Then I've made myself fall in love with agirl,
but at the moment, if | wereto try that again, it might bring us both down together.
Up to then | had wondered whether it might redly be boys. | can doit with men and
| can doit with women. It's crazy that | do find them desirable; I'm proud d myself.
Therefore, | "can;" however not because | need to, but because that's what's required.
It doesn't thrill me, and | could just as well dowithou it.

Many set out to try to get permissble sexual partners, even though they know they're
pedopliles.

| have dso slept with adults, because for several yeas |’ ve tried desperately to get
away from it, and have dwaysthought | shoud at least try it out; I'm aready used to
it with adults. Sincel was thirteen, I've known that boys are what did it for me. But |
have now tried it with two women and three men. Of courseit's al nice and
everything; but | couldn't doit for more than two nightsin arow - | just find the
whoalething so hopeless

One dtemptsto lead two radicdly different lives; to bah med the societal demandto start a
family, and lead a passonate, sexually-fulfill ed life. On ore sideis his desire for boys ages five
and up onthe other isthe wish to have awife and one's own child. But his strenuous attempts to
square the drcle ae not succesul. Married men who beaome aware of their pedophilic
tendencies usually find it difficult to continue foll owing two separate trads, particularly when
the partner senses a cdhange and keginsto hdd back herself.

More than afew pedophles explained - and this probably required some curage ontheir
part - that they are incapable of having sexual relations with adults.

For the last four or five yeas | have been completely impotent with awoman in front
of me Consequently | can orly achieve satisfadion through fell atio. When it comes
right downto it, | just lack the desire.
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Theresno problem here asfar asliking goes. I've dso chatted, flirted, noproblem
there. Or nedking. But please, don't ever ask neto get in bed - there'd be no paint.
Again and again I've suddenly broken off relationships with women. Nothing
happens with a prostitute either, absolutely nothing at all. | had always wondered,
maybe.. .no,that couldn't beit, of course you're not gay. I'd tried it; | oncegoat in bed
with. agay guy; no reaction. That was nothing al so.

The boylovers, if anything, pu even more enphasisontheir ladk of sexual interest in adults.

| had a schod-friend, and we were together an awful lot. At fifteen years old we
knew - withou adually admitting it to ore ancther - that we were both gay. So at
thirty, we tried going to bed together. It was adisaster. To him | was the same & I'd
aways been; but to me, he was no longer the person he oncewas; he'd become old,
and already had a beard. It hadn't gone well at all, so at that point we gave up... |
have severa friends who would be happy to start a relationship with me or go to be
with me, bu I'm just not interested. What doesiit for me is youthfulness and boys.

Actually, a cnsiderable portion d boylovers would be more likely to start something sexual
with awoman than with aman. This ioud be put more preasely: The boylover would be &le
to respondsexually to awoman more often than he would with aman. The generational
differenceis weighted more heavily than the gender sameness Homosexual partners “adultness’
extinguishes desire.

Again and again I've had the experience of feeling akind d disgust towards men. It's
enormously amusing: A homosexua man who finds men dsgusting. But that's how
it redly is. When for example I'm in aswimming pod or a sauna and seenaked men
with big dicks, it can redly sicken me Thisis aso true for homosexual behavior.
When you get into bed with ahomosexual, there are dl these rituals you go through.
Things have to click, your dick hasto get hard fast. It's al very goal-oriented, and
youre under immense presaure to perform. | don't likethisat all, and then, I'm redly
no longer ableto doit. For my part, | find that boys are different. More affedionate,
more natural. Then, I'm never afraid | might messit up.

Of the sixty self-defined pedophilesin ou crosssedion, there wasn't asingle cae where
someone had fail ed to explore the posshili ty of sexual intercourse with adults as oppacsed to
children. All have tried, without success to go the route of women and/or men.

| respect women, | aso like them. But | can't consummate an ad with awoman, it's
just nat in me. | was married briefly, but that just didn't cut it for me. Y ou can't shake
it off. Thisdrive, it'sapart of you. The day | nolonger haveit in mewill bethe day |
die.

If sex isuniformly a given, then what distinguishes sexuality with children from that
between adults? We asked thase who hed experiencewith bah, and got numerous answers. To
some there's adifference in the intensity of feeling. Others describe adifferent kind d course of
adion, whereby some aspeds of children's erotic radiance reappear, as were dready discussed
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ealier. The men usualy view their pedophili ¢ experiences through the prism of a standard
model; i.e., intercourse with awoman.

Some girl-lovers criti cize their experiences with women as goal oriented, rituali zed, and
genitally-fixated, instead of sportaneous li ke they are with girls, even when sexual intercourse
with the latter would na be posgble. The boylovers diff erentiate them from ead ather in even
stronger terms. Here the mecdhanical and agasm-driven aspects of coitus with awoman, there
the exciting and affedionate momentsin sexual play with aboy. Only afew felt that their
experiences - however different - were of equal value.

| can sleep with women - it doesn't bather me. I've also gone down onadgirl, to be
quite horest. It'salso pleasurable and keautiful. It's adually advantageous to bang a
woman, because you can go in nice and clean. Everything's very tender, very soft,
very elastic. There's a certain aacceptance of the techniques here. And the other thing
isthat | of course liked these girls. But | can dowithou this- | canna do withou
boys.

| could even picture myself sleguing with women, and dten. But that genuine feding
of happiness that real pleasure, that emotional elation; those things | would na have.
It would redly only be afeding of sexual pleasure. When I'm with a boy, it's both
the feding of sexual pleasure and an absolute love for and liking of the boy. And |
have no connedion with adult men.

At the beginning of this sedionwe posed a question: Isthe nation o a pedophil€'s
diredional drive being fixed and tested ore that many men would have to agreewith? This
shows the mmparison between sexua experiences with adults and thase invalving chil dren. For
those anong our conversational partners who reported adual or potential sexua contads with
adults, the red passonthey experienced onthe pedo-erotic side remained a constant. The alult
side obvioudly only adivated a general sexual potency, in order to conform to the norm. The vast
majority of such sexual ads that were mentioned involved women rather than men. Here,
pedophilia asinclination and heterosexuality as duty go together.
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On Non-Simultaneity

Sexual-Theoreticd Positions

"There are men who love boys," begins Mark Pascal's apologetic book,"and there are boys
wholove men." [F13] There are two assertions imbedded in this: mutuality and simil arity of
feding; of which, orly the former can be right. What boys bring to men is completely different
from what the pedophlesfed. Now, thistheory of a mngruenceof feelingsis, undoulbedly,
merely intended to refute the asumption d sexual abuse: and yet, it's equally nornsensical. Not
even onthelevel of purely sexua exchange do bdh sides develop the same fedings. So long as
the partnership dces not cause any explicit harm; in any event normal |ove between woman and
man is itself dependent uponinconguous feelings.

When | explained the idea of our research projed to Eberhard Scorsch in May of 1987, e
responckd that it would be redly goodto have more - and more predse - information abou these
phenomena, in order to better understand them. Admittedly, even with this blessng, | had till
not escgped the foll owing ethical dilemma: How can ore - shoud one - describe asexual form
that is defined by such a grosspower imbalance as that which exists between adults and
children? The aaswersin the sexual pdliti cs arena range from pasgonate defense on upto
murderous rejedion. The fad that opinions are so torn is adually a hint that we shoud first
examine the observational paositions and by various perspedives to present such data, reserving
judgment urtil | ater on.

Five Sexual Science Frameworks

Whenever yet ancther coupling goes our one cheerfully says, in seriocomic despair, that
men and women just dorit belong together. No one would smile & thisjokeif it didn't contain a
kernel of truth. The literature which takes grea painsto show it isthe gender diff erencethat man
and woman together eroticdly negotiate would fill up avery considerable library. Thisaso hasa
kernel of truth toit. It is against the striking surface between disparity and complementarity that
the entirely normal chaos of loveislit. [F14]

We have now speculated about such impasshiliti es and inevitabiliti es for two thousand
yeas. The basic model has remained constant: Only two people who are of different genders and
the same generation can love one ancther. Two additional dimensions, similar social and ethnic
milieus, play only a subordinate role. The pedophlic ided runs aground onthe basic model from
the very start, and into many such attitudes within sexual science & well.

That adult persons do dred their sexual desirestowards children, and nd at al rarely, is
more well-known today than ever. Sexual science has at the ready four options for examining
such ads:

- Control-Theoretical: Criminologicd and psychiatric samples make up the lion's
share of al pulications; well over ninety percent.
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- Biographicd: Here the interest isin the life-course of pedophiles andthe
psychalogical function d their sexual orientation (more aou this below).

- Advocacy-Friendy: The oppresson d nonviolent sexual contad is reviewed, asin
the 1988 bookedited by Angelo Leopardi, "The Pedosexual Complex."”

- Discursive-Theoreticd: Highlights the types and ways in which pedophiliais
handed socialy, via "agitating enlightenment” (Katharina Rutschky), or as the social
problem of the "sexually at-risk child" (Michad Schetsche). [F15]

Almost completely absent is afifth ogion, which operates outside of any crimina
procealings, therapeutic, or meta-sexual analysis. This new approach would need to shine light
onthe sexua events themselves, difficult asthat may be. Until now this has only been dore by
Theo Sandfort, from the dildren's point of view; our projed endeavorsto dothis from the men's
point of view.

The primary guiding principle of al of these goproadhesis asfollows: Children'sright to
sexual self-determination isto be respeded and poteded. Thishas a cetain degreeof
consonance with the aiminal law and with a strong current of the zeitgeist. But autonamy as a
basic principle can lead to some quite diff erent kinds of consequences. The @ove quaed options
quickly diverge from one another here. At this point they are united orly in their rejection d the
advocacy friendy route. To be satisfied with a sort of simple cnsent alongthe lines of the old
saying... “she did say yes- that'sjust entirely too naive. | would indeed take a dhild's “yes’
seriously, bu only after | knew exadly what it covered, and how it came abou.

Acoording to the prevailing line, consent to pedosexua ads smply canna be given. The
American sociologist David Finkelhor had already formulated thisline back in 1979 Children
dorit know what sex is. They are aquainted with neither the social meaning of nor the rules by
which sexual relationships are carried out. In either the legal or the psychologica sense of the
word, children do na have the freedom to say yes or no. Adults control the very foundations of
children'slives - food, shelter, money, and freedom itself - and consequently exercise grea
power over them. For Finkelhor the dassc aguments no longer matter: whether adult-child
sexuality isunretural, whether it would prematurely sexuali ze the dhild, a even whether it
would harm the dild. Of course these aguments have dways remained controversial; there ae
courter-arguments dill i n existence First of all, there is contradictory evidence for example
there are known cases in which the consequences of the sexual encourter have to be gpraised as
pasitive. But with the inabili ty to consent, there was founda anclusive and all encompassng
answer, which aways would brand even a presumed love for children as a case of abuse. Since
then, the campaigns against “child sexual abuse” have profited from the strictnessand simpli city
of this principle, including in Germany. From a sexual science standpant however thisis
unsatisfadory, becauseit is based on aductions from normative founditions, absent any
intention o looking at the adual eventsin question.

The psychoanalytic-biographicd approach permits much more realistic insights into
pedophilia. The Hamburg Schod of psychoanalyticdly oriented sexua psychiatry founded by
Eberhard Schorsch describes the pedophili c ad as a “fusionwith the diild-like dter ego.” A
complex "interplay of simultaneous identificaion - on,the one hand with ore's own needs,
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projeded orto children, and onthe other with quasi-ided nurturing parent figures' produces an
unredistic, sexualized drean-relationship. [F16] In light of the encumbered research situation -
those who have been criminally convicted are provided therapy there - it's astonishing how much
of the group Schorsch has been successul in relating to, and what a differentiated picture
emerges. For me just one question remains open: Can the boundary between “normal” and
“perverse” be so readily maintained? Then the psychological course, how it'slaid ou here for
pedophili g, all those complicated identifications and projedions, fundamentally part of every
sexual motivation, including waking dreams. What exadly constitutes pedophili ¢ experience
now, how unredli stic the relationship fantasy redly is, could beill uminated still further via
psychoanal ytic interpretation.

Scorsch isno longer involved with this. In alater article, he could only take note of how
much the social assesgnent had changed recently. He even found hmself boxed in: between
adivist pedophle groups, demanding to be taken at their word, and the cild-protedion crusade,
which attadked him. It was nat agoodtime for psychoanalytic seclusion. Therefore even
Schorsch was forced to clealy renouncevaue judgments. And so he put it in simplified termsin
hisbook Child-loveis neither categoricdly good na caegoricdly bad. It is encumbered by a
disparity in desires and sexual aims - thisdid na, however, mean that they are inevitably
harmful. [F17] The messageisasignificant one: Only the individual case can be evaluated, na
pedosexuality asawhale.

Of course there ae dso generdli zations on the psychoanayticd side. In 1932 Sandar
Ferenczi had already charaderized the incestuous relationship as a "contradictionin terms.” The
desire for affedion onthe dild's part did nd mean he or she wanted to become asexual objed.
The ault who al ows himself to be caried away and engages in such sexual adsis confusing
childlike horseplay with the passonate desires of a mature person. Many others have since
adopted this view. Martin Dannedker continues to emphasize this “mis-match” in sexua
development. It isonly foll owing puberty that the former merely pre-disposed and pre-formed
sexua objed becomes definitively centered. The pedosexual relationship therefore lacks a
redprocity of objeds. [F18] From the very beginning of a mntad the sexual communicaionis
one-dimensional, going merely from the older person ouward.

Viewing the situation in terms of this mismatch, German sex research has consistently
staked ou the position that pedophili a represents a fail ure to achieve critica potency. Thereis
simply no denying the fact that chil dren's abili ty to engage in sexua adsisonly partialy
developed, and that their own sexual objeds and aims are till i n the process of forming, bu not
yet fully consolidated. Ided communicaion between sexual partners requires akind o equality
of wegoonry, whereby the greaest possble depth of common experience helps to ensure afair
playing field. Being sure of one's own instinctual urges guarantees that as the situation develops,
the neads of one do nd become hopelesdy subservient to the needs of the other.

Parallelsin Pedophiles Lay Theories
To the extent passble we had an open-doar padlicy with pedophiles. Amongthaose we

questioned there were many ideas that were similar to or even looked alot like results from
sexual science But the waysin which ou conversationali sts expressed these were an entirely
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different matter, for hardly any of them had read or even heard of the relevant pullicaions;
therefore many surely wouldn't have been able to understand aword o it, even though their own
experiences and broodngs had undoulbedly made them wise. Scene-spedfic interpretations have
probably evolved only in recent years.

Termslike linguistic differentiation, nonsimultaneity, etc. find parall elstoday in the
language of laymen. It should perhaps also be noted that those questioned were not expressng
their views abou pedophili ain the dstrad, bu rather, regarding their own adions.
Consequently the statements quaed have acertain strategic aspect to them. They likely
represent, howvever, pedophiles own authentic philosophy. Many believe that children below a
cetain age are too young for sex with alover.

I'm interested in small boys, but not onasexual level. I'm aso quite happy playing
with littl e ones. | recently met a five-year-old boy. One cmuld aimost say it was love
at first sight, though it didn't occur to me that something sexual could happen. With
that age one could of course use manipulationto make it happen, bt that's
something | totally reject.

When Ferenczi talks abou linguistic confusion he means smething nonverbal: What the
child articulates as a need for affedionis answered by the alult in passonate terms. But
pedophles do knaw the diff erence between feelings and expedations.

At the moment | have anine-yea-old friend. There's no sex. But when we're
together, he's completed fixated onme. I've rarely experienced such an intense look.
| can sit together with him for hours on end, talking about all sorts of inconsequential
matters; it's not boring, to him or to me. He asks me what | was li ke before, when |
was his age, what | was up to bad then, and so forth. Usually | haven't a due, so |
just make up something. He asks the same questionten timesin arow, and | try to
dlap something together. But there's nathing boring abou it to me, because there's
such an intense wnnedion there. But to me, just by his nature, he's too young for
sex. At some point or ancther one will stroke nat just the hands or the belly, but also,
somewhere dse. So, very slowly, stealily, and entirely naturaly, I'm paving the way
for future posghiliti es with the boy. It's extremely important to me that he personally
be apart of this.

It turns out that, for various reasons, it's more difficult for girl-loversto find alanguagein
common with their children. They had littl e to dowith girls during their own childhood, let
alone having actually lived inside their skin. Of course thereis also agreat ded of linguistic
confusion between the sexes from very ealy on. These pedophl es also tackle this difficult,
perhaps virtually unsolvable problem:

For me theideal thing would be to establi sh alove relationship with an eleven-year-
old girl. What inhibits me is that | never know how far you can go with achild. |
dorit know how far you can go with a ciild. | don't know how extensively a cild's
sexual fantasies have developed, howv extensively she'd want to. Better thrice shy
than to orcego toofar. It shoud of course be funfor bath, and abowve dl, young
girls things. She shoud have her own interests and likes. The more | see the girl



Lautmann Page 29 d 74

coming out of her shell, the more | can come out of mine. If | go toofar I'll startle
her, and then the friendship will be over. Do like she does; if she enjoysit, it's
aright.

Pedophles are mnfronted with this nonsimultaneity or “mismatch” whenever they natice
that chil dren experience sex in a mmpletely different way than they themselves do. Only athin
dliver of commonality remainsto aid the intimacy of the encourter: on bdh sides the need for
physicd closenessand touch, and with some dildren, a preacious desire for sexual experiences.
In a pedophili ¢ pairing there are boundto be various filters at work; though the degree of
mismatch may be reduced, it will never disappea atogether. The most important filters are
drealy driving their very first contads: with the older ones the glanceto pick out the one who
would be most inclined to fulfill hiswishes; with the younger party the decisionto either
maintain o reduce the distance between hm/herself and the man. All of the detail s concerning
how those we questioned viewed the initial encounter and subsequent coming-together are
described in an upcoming analyticdly-framed study by Rainer Hoff man. (Ed. This gudy was
never pubished.)

An example of experienced nonsimultaneity:

It waslove d first sight. Then | slept with him in the same bed. He's given me alot.
Not sexually, because | simply have nointerest in going to bed with asix-yea-old.
That's because I'm used to thirteen-year-olds. With athirteen-year old, I've found, e
redly has adesirefor it.

The nationthat it is not until puberty that the individual centers his’her sexual objed - by
bewming conscious of and mastering it (Martin Dannedker) - isrefleded in the cmmmentaries of
our conversational partners.

One hasto deal with it, ore dso can ded with it, becauseit is certainly the cae that
aboy of that age is nat, in any meaningful sense, gay. He could eventualy turn ou
to be gay. But in principleit is completely undetermined. When you lovingly take a
ten or twelve-year-old in your arms, it redly just comes down to what you make of
it. Could be aman, could be awomen, could be another girl or anather boy. It's
undetermined, because & that age sexuality isn't yet set. "Til now that's always been
my experience.. Fixed in the sense that heis only ableto doit with ore sort: so at
15, 16, 17and earlier heis smply nat set; therefore to him, under the right
condtions, everythings fun. It depends, you see, on hav you hande him.

"Under the right condtions, everything's fun” is, of course, the pedophle's version; but
looking at it objedively, it's clear that this"fun” is nat synonymous with adult sexuality.

Linguistic differences and nonsimultaneity lead diredly to many - probably most -
pedophili ¢ friendships remaining fanciful and genitally distant. Well-grounded sexudlity is
passed ower.

It'simportant to me that | dont surprise my Italian friend with it. We've known ead
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other for threeyears, and we've dso slept side-by-side often enough. But I've more
or lessmissed his most beautiful threeyears. | met him when he was twelve; and he
was a goodfifteen before we had sex for the first time. I'd just as oonwait, even
when it seems like things are just ploddng along. Because to me the relationship is
just so much more important than me having some sexual adventure. | was, for
example, going on avacation with a boy from Nuremberg, and had aready pictured
myself doing all sorts of things. It was an FKK (naturali st) vacation, bu it admost
didn't happen. Because | was aready disappanted and sad. He'd been absolutely
passve afar as £x went, indedl, studiously so. He wanted, for example, for meto
do something with him, but | just didn't fed likeit. At the aye where he himself is
more and more interested in girls, he cmes upto me and says: "Can't we just put in
avideo?' By “video” he meant aporno video. So | got him one and dayed it for
him, hard as that isto admit. | would say, he's adually absolutely heterosexually-
inclined. Neverthelesshe's liked it and all owed it. And when he cmes over today,
we're still able to watch a porno together. Nothing happens between us anymore - we
only touch ouselves; but there's also afamili arity between us.

If the theories of linguistic confusion and na-simultaneity remained the last word in sexual
science, it would be impossble to acourt for the sexua importance of pedoplilia. Not even
pedoplilia & an ideawould constitute aproper sexua form. And what pedophil es acually do on
this sde of the line would, withou exception, ke placeal under clinicd and/or puntive cntrol.
So says too the nearly unanimous opinion d the popuation, paditi cs, and science: pedophiliais
abuse andis harmful; pedophles are sick and deserving of punshment. When | myself resist
making judgments and ask othersto defer judgment aswell, it is chiefly because we know too
littl e dbou the redity of the situation. What we have experienced as horrible truths regarding
child abuse andincest do nd necessarily apply to adual pedophlia. It isthis different kind d
redity - na founded upon force, disappointment, and urwilli ngness- that | want to study as a
form of two-way communicaion; yet looking first at the dild, and then, at the alults.
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Often theyrejust likelittlerascals

Children's Sexual Scripts

When it comes to genital immediacy, children dodiffer from adults. "It gets rubbed, and
then you laugh abou it. Sometimes there's even something else being done & the sametime. It's
not always terribly deep, bu there does always have to be funinvalved. If it'stoo serious, then
they might not doit."

On Child Sexuality

What little we do knav abou sexuality in the dnild life-phase is constantly being recycled;
original researchinto it is, of course, conduwcted only rarely. [F19] Any ideaof a para-theoreticd
sort obviously has a correlate in child sexuality. Such concepts range from, "There's nathing then
- it develops only when sexual maturity arrives,” the node version d which is"childlike
innacence” (J.J. Rousseau) - still i nfluential today, to psychoanalyticdly inspired phase models.

Sexual-biographical coll edions, combined with retrospedive narratives and olservational
studies using mothers' own reports show, however: Genital pleasureis present from the very first
yea of life, and knavs no interruption by a so-call ed latency phase. It is merely that these sexual
readions, self-manipulations, and interadions are probably not equated with those of adults.
They are undoultedly sexual, alike - as this concept is defined - and yet, not of exadly the same
kind. Readions correspondto whatever developmental status has been attained, aswe ae very
familiar with in, say, intellecual, moral, and emotiona development. An eight-year-old child, for
example, can figure things out, ded with rules, and establi sh friendships at his own level, which
of course can vary across same-age peers.

Sexua competencies are dso leaned gradually and haltingly, based onthe foundation o
innate physiology with its courtlesspasshiliti es, and in propationto pcst-natal experiences. As
in ather fields of human endeavor, nahing here happens in a vacuum. Curiosity and sensate
needs drive the dnild to seek out information and crede experiences. On the other hand thereis
only so much room for development, variation, and precocity. The components of knowledge,
fedings, and values have to be balanced with ore another. Thisincludesideas abou bodes,
genders, people who are different, and ore's own placein an overall context that can be difficult
to make out. Growing up means developing one's own abiliti es, under the condtions of one's
paosition, into alivable persondlity. It's unfortunate that as far as sxuality is concerned this
happens © aimlesdy, and is deeed by fairly random messages from parental, pee, and media
circles. The fact that sexual socialization hes never been rationali zed certainly ensures adult-
child sexuality'staboo charader.

Sexual Scripts

What's a sensible way to talk abou a child's sxual experience? Generali zations like "All
children have..." or "No child can..." are obviously incorrect, even if they are till widely
believed. Physiologicd sexual maturity is not what initially creaes the aili ty to engagein a
sexua ad; nor isthe pre-pubertal child simply awaiti ng the oppatunity to doso. Our trusted
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intelledual icons, from Sigmund Freud to Lawrence Kohlberg, seelife esakind d obstade
course; at crucia places, hurdles must be overcome. In thisway age limitsand generational
groupngs serve prescriptive and proscriptive functions. This view of maturity and progressonis
certainly open to question.

Aswith anything a person is able to bring into their world, they develop their sexual side,
inded, al the time; this aff ects physicd capadty, emotions, andintelledual control.
Developments and their outcomes differ by individual, age, and courtry. The condtions under
which ore grows up determine what one dtains, and where any given girl or boy isin their
overal situation.

How aperson's sexual competency grows gradually might be best understood viathe
concept of sexual scripts. With this concept, oreis able to describe how individualsin dfferent
li fe-phases and mili eus come to master situations they either creae or simply find themselvesin.
The script or scenario supplies helpful hints regarding the right course of action, and helps to
make sense of everything that happens.

The British sex sociologist Kenneth Plummer writes that, for a dnild, nahing automatically
tranglates itself into a sexual meaning. In thefirst place then, the content of human sexuality is
symbadlic and socially created, irrespedive of itsfoundetionsin physicd and external behavioral
maturity. An arganism's experience a asmall child, later at elementary schod age, in
adolescence, in adulthood and so onmeans something different each time, in spite of
superficially comparable physicd reactions. It would be an unpardonable mistake to apply
uncondtionally the typical adult view of early life. [F20]

At this paint | must pay very close dtentionto the fad that our own data of course dso comes
from the mouths of adults. Obviously their age-conditioned viewpoint colors their perception o
children's behavior, quite apart from their interests as pedophiles. As always in matters of love,
projedion daysarole. Andyet thase we questioned reported hard fads, not mere anjecture,
regarding the dhildren'sfedings. It'simplausible that these facts - chil dren'sreadionsin word
and ced - are just wishful thinking pulled ou of thin air; they had clearly been experienced. The
pedophiles charaderize themselves as relating to the dhild to a certain extent, as making an eff ort
to look at the world from this vantage point.

Moreover the participation of others, asin aimost all sexual forms, is an asped that receives
almost constant attention. To this extent the dnild is always seen na only as an oljed, bu also,
asasexua subjed. So, resigned to the fact that my present approach was going to cause
irritation and provoke ridicule anyhow, | dedded to all ow the pedophiles to say something
concerning the dildren they have contad with. At the sametime, | don't take everything they
say at facevalue; | smply quae them word-for-word. We will haveto dedpher it.

Kenneth Plummer asks. How and when does a child aaquire the language to be aleto
interpret hisor her bodly experiences as sexual and make the cnnedion to the outside world?
By what means do they personally come to understand themselves as sxual beings with a
gender and definite sexual desires? The dild traversesalong road of broadly proto-sexual
situations before he or she will have sufficient mastery of them.
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Childhoodsexual scripts are acquired in a piecemeal fashion from various urces. from
caepersons, playmates, and the media, as well as through the assmilation d their own gradually
acawmulating biographies. Plummer names ome characteristics common to western courtries at
the arrent time: the ésence of the parents during these events, value-ladennessin a negative
sense, the keeping seaet of sexual matters as well asthe socia uses of sexuality, for example, to
confoundadults, seaure gifts, exploit others, etc. By these means and just through growing up
generaly, ore a@uires the rules by which the boundaries of his or her sexual world are
demarcated.

In therapy sessons the American sex educator Joan Nelson would routinely ask for sexual
histories, including chil dhoodexperiences. She found, dten only after extensive probing, that
contads with adults had occurred, including those of amore exploitative nature. And yet,
frequently, the powerless child had na experienced the erent as exploitation, indeed - for wont
of an early sex educaion - nat even as sex. [F21] Therefore in addition to the non-simultaneity of
sexual identities, thereis aso ore of interpretations. The younger party in a pedoplilic
relationship experiences and evaluates the sexual aspeds differently from the older one: as
sexual pleasure and rarcissstic aknowledgment, yes, but nat as confirmation d one's identity
andthebond d love.

Do age and gender influence how the ad-scripts evolve? It would certainly seem so,
although no ore has yet investigated it. Since generation and gender, along with classand race,
function as fundamental dimensions of personal identity, it isaso within this framework that a
person defines him/herself as a sexua being. However because we do nd thoroughly regulate
the long period d childhood- awhole dozen years, after al - inits sxua aspeds, thereisno
guidance uponwhich the maturing person can rely. The mnsequenceis awide variabili ty with
which children develop their sexual ad cgpabiliti es - acording to the influences of their
experiences and situations.

One caana say: Thisisthe age dassfrom zero to nine years old that do such and
such; thisisthe age group from nine to eleven that does that. It depends very much
onto what extent the dhild in question hed aready had any kind d experience, with
his or her own bady or with friends. It depends on the dild's curiosity, onthe
adjustment to his’/her own sexuality and sexuality in general. One caana set it in
stone by saying, "their ageis -and-so, | can dosuch-and-such with them." Y ou can
redly fal flat onyour facethat way. Andthen you med ancther, whois substantially
younger, and you think, better not lay afinger onthat one; and then, they seduce
you.

Sexual scripts differ by gender at least, and indeed, na just in adulthood.That boys are
typicdly encouraged to separate from their mothers ealier than girls, that different games are
offered to them; these dso have an effed on sexuality's course. The Australian sociologist Terry
Leahy made the striking observation that the girl-lover is far lessable than the boylover to be
ableto court onthe dhild's voluntary participation. Women and men learn early onthe
dominance and aggressvenessassociated with ore side; girls usually come to fea men, and
scarcely desire sexua contad with them. Gender-spedfic uphringing istoo successul. The boys
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adjust themselves acoordingly. [F22]

Our own inquiry foundotherwise: Here both boylovers and girl-lovers reported that chil dren
were acommodating. However it was, abowve dl, the observations and thoughts of boylovers
from which references regarding children's sexual scripts were made; therefore, the mnclusions
will not always apply equally to bah genders. My rendition here caana compensate for the lack
of along-overdue study of children's sexual scripts. Obviously nat, for we of course only got to
hea abit abou thase boys and girls whom the men questioned were &leto become intimate
with.

Child-Scenes

Curiosity. It was very often reported to us that the dhil dren wanted to knowv what a man's
body was like, including the genitals and surrourding areas. The thirst for knowledge related
both to appeaance and to sexual function.

The auriosity of these twelve-year-olds is what leads to the initial intimades. It
started with masturbation; she wanted to knawv how it worked, and she wanted to
cary it out personaly. Then she wanted to have proper intercourse. It turned ou to
be dmost a biology lesson. Nothing passonate. Moreover she wanted to know what
onefeds, andthat | haveto tell her abou everything.

Onetime| go to take ashower. Immediately after the water comeson | camly look
aroundat everyone which, | find, is perfedly normal. You dy yourself off, including
your genitals, and she wantsto take apeek at everything. Then bah o usarein the
children'sroom, clothed, and, in every case, she ®mes up to you and wants to ook
at it oncemore. | pull it out and show it to her. Then | have to explain that sheisa
girl and I am aboy. Her: "Yoursis much higger than papas.” Thistells me she
would be very receptive to sex.

Discovery. Thefirst steps are taken out of curiosity. The foll owing happened to our
interview partners whil e they were on family visits:

In the morning a six-year-old girl came right over and got into bed with me. The
parents looked right at her and saw her laying there. And kecause it's morning, | have
anicebig borer. | stand up,she stands up a'so and says: "Man, you've got abig

one." Then shetakeshadd o it andrubsit; | thought, | must be crazy. She drealy
knew that it gets long for sex.

The whalefirst night there was no slego to be had. He kept shining the flashli ght
under the bedspread, exploring me. Shined it everywhere, in every orifice, just so he
could find ou. He wanted to knav what is that down there, moving the foreskin badk
and forth. Then came the next thing — he very quickly wanted me to touch him also.
On the first night he wanted to find ou things. By the seand right hisinterest had
drealy waned. By the way, he dso wanted condoms; which he tried ou on me; but
that was enough - he'd aready seen it once
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Experimentation. Espedally with regard to boys, it was reported that some of them want to
try out particular sexual pradices. They are, so to spe&, touring the grounds of their genital
posshiliti es. Therefore, asarule, just onetime will suffice then the thing's chedked dff. A report
abou atwelve-yea old Turk:

He wanted to know what getting sucked by awoman islike. So | had to do it with
him once We had knovn ead ather for atotal of seven weeks. Each time he wanted
to learn something new. He had scarcely any interest in me personaly. I've dore
pradicdly everything with him, upto andincluding sexual intercourse. Wetried it,
but it didn't turn ou so well. Then he even wanted to know how kissng worked. So |
gave him akiss also with my tongue; | kissed him for about thirty seconds, and he
enjoyed it. On the next day he nolonger wanted all that - he wanted a woman. So,
that was the end.

Tenderness They are dfedionate with ore another, stroking and cudding, bu not merely in
astrictly sexual sense.

All kinds of petting. He would rather have amanual sort of contad, as opposed to
body to bady.

He dways thinks, when you're being aff ectionate, that's sx. It's quite remarkable.
I've explained to him any number of timesthat thisis not sex, but he dways gets
them mixed up.He gladly lets himself get kissed onthe nedk, which tickles so
nicey.

If the boy is dill young, say eight, nine, ten, then helll probably like dfedion more
than adual sex.

It might nat be a important for him to become aoused, asit isthat he has someone
to hdd in hisarms. Besides, if hejust had sex, he would fed likeit didnt mean
anything.

Simulating Oneself on Ancther Person's Body. As might only be naticed by pedophil es,
regarding grlsit was occasiondly reported that: They pressand rub their vagina area lustfully
against virtually any part of another person's body, as this example demonstrates:

| was stting in asoft, low easy chair, knee-high. Thelittl e one mmasup,in
pajamas, and leans herself against my knee She leans with her vulvaregion against
my knee and then slowly beginsto rock badk and forth, talking with me, telling me
stories, and then migrates very slowly, bu obviously, above the knee, urtil she sits
herself on my thigh. That's exadly what happened. And at the same time she's
moving herself around.Today | have no douli that she had rubbed herself to argasm.
Because the legs of my pants were very damp when her mother shoced her off.

Now and then, when she's on my lap, she takes my arm and grabs it between her
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legs; she puts herself right on my arm and rocks. When | move my hand, she holds
onto it. In certain ways then she is receptive. However one has to be very careful;
threeand-a-half is an age when they must not be shocked.

Playing With Genitals. Children are dready interested in adult penises, withou adiredly
sexual meaning being conneded withiit.

Andthen oretimeit just happened - she looks at me andtakes hold of it. It was all
quite harmless it was nore of my doing. This happened sportaneously. | simply let
it happen. . First time looking at an erect penis, and grabsit. So for her it was play.
Shewrote dl over it with afelt pen. Consequently for her it was just fodling around,
afterwards with soap, that sort of thing.

He saysto me: “ Then there'saspat, where | could pinch you.” Me: “Then I'll just
close my eyes.” Then he pinchesit briefly with two or threefingers, grinning. That
was the thing for him. He was amazed that it was actually a posshili ty.

Masturbating With Others Present. Many boys do this, ead ore for himself, but together.

Although the script covers children with ore ancther, the pedoplile can turn it into something
else

When my longest-standing friend visits me and we look at a porno together, he
knowsit'sredly nat the hetero pano that interests me but rather him, still . When
he's had an argasm he just kegps lying there like he was, and then | can get myself
off with abeautiful sight still alongside me. My Itaian friend will aso lietherelike
that, and | can just stroke him again while I, for example, get myself off. Thisisall
right with him, and when I'm finished, we then say our good-nights.

Playing With Fire. Even prior to pulerty, some boys fantasies appea to be so heaed upthat
they impulsively push beyond the bourdary of adive invavement. The world aroundthem gives
them so many sexual signals; latency can scarcdy proted them anymore.

Sometimes | think boys are oversexed to such an extent that they're actually playing
with fire. They're constantly talking abou sexual topics, and seesexual asociations
everywhere. They tell you what's been said about sex in schod, that they saw a
picture there, or abou something they'd said. They ask concrete questions about
pradices or abou experiences I've drealy had persondly, very directly. It's aso
happened that boys have grabbed me by the pants.

Challenging aGrown-Up. From, for example, the dnild's sde of things, generational
distanceis not always maintained. With al kinds of provocations and offers, often certainly not
meant seriously, the @tempt is made to bridge the gulf. Asimproper as the word may seem in
this context, pedophleslike to refer to this as sduction.

At twelve years old she arealy knew what's at stake, how it's done. She's always
been turning men on.She dready knew how to make herself attradive. And that she
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was also attractive to men, as e of course naticed at the time. It's not that | myself
thought a coupe of years nolonger made much dfference That it was aforbidden
thing - that was clear.

When they get up at about six in the morning, the two nine and ten-year-olds get into
bed with me to cudde and chat. | a'so pay no mind to whether | get a hard-onfrom
it. I've sort of encouraged this a bit. For some reason a anather they foundit very
amusing that they could incite such feelingsin me. Of course they also redly took
hold of my penis.

Being With aBig Srong Friend. The pederastic scenario of protedion and instruction
occasionally has a wrrelate in the world of children. A smaller person, then, attaches himself to a
bigger person. In his probably autobiographicd story “The Lost Soldier,” Rud van Danzig
impressvely describes the experiences of an eleven-year-old who, separated from his parents by
the upheavals of the war, getsto known asoldier of abou twenty. In the gilogue the author
spedks of the “embraces and touches which | did na like and yet, like amadman, craved.” It is
possble that adifficult living situation might lead a dnild to seek shelter.

He's adually been with grls; during the entiretime he dso had contads with girls
and always had a girlfriend. For him | was just a big fatherly friend who hed rescued
him from home. That sounds gupid now, but in the final analysis that's how it was.
Thus, he himself thought: “Aslong asit's © much funand| findit nice I'll keg
doingit.” I've dways found that it comes bad to me. For him I'm the big strong
friend. That's enough for me; | have nointerest in him finding me sexually attradive.

Having aFriend All to Myself. At times, thase we questioned felt that their littl e friends
were jealous, and saw themselves as having become mere possessons. This enario corresponds
to a cetain extent to the dhildhoodmodel of close friend.

Then when Jan is there and we want to talk with each ather, Dieter's right there
between us, chattering away. One time when I'd gotten to know soma other boys
while swimming, he was aways very jedous; always gayed extremely close to me.
What he wants most of al isto have me dl to himself. Of course that doesn't dways
work. | know many other people, but sexually, it's only with Dieter.

Warntingto be Simulated by Ancther. Many children are dready familiar with the intense
fedingsthat are esoked when ancther person touches their genitals. We do na know from whom
and undr what circumstances they have gotten to know them. Meanwhil e the pedophil e, with
hisfriendy openness can easily get together with a dhild whois © motivated. A recently
divorced man, for example, observes that an acquaintance has a pretty eleven-year-old daughter.
He slegps onthe @uch in the living room:

At night thislittl e girl climbed into bed with me. At first, she was masturbating
herself, and said: “Look, thisisredly fun.” Then she took my hand,and | was
suppased to doit. So the littl e one made up this game.
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We sat on the sofawith this friend, the three of us enjoying ourselves. Then the
friend went into the kitchen to fetch something to drink. During the conversation |
had qute unintentionally - because | was taking along time to explain something -
laid my hand on hs knee so right away he said: “ Shoud | unzip my pants or what?”’
Me: “Don't — he’s coming right back.” —“Oh, he will probably take awhile.”
Therefore the boy was surprisingly horny. to pu it plainly.

The intervieweedescribed thisincident as an atypicd experience. So it israre, but it does
happen. It is certainly often deplored that chil dren are interested in sex just for themselves, and
indeed, ony in their own fun.

Lying BackandEnjoying It. Thisisarelated scenario in which the diild is genitally
stimulated withou taking an adive personal role.

There ae boys with initi ative who will t ake matters into their own hands. There ae
others who, though qute passve, nevertheless sgnal that they're actually waiting for
it, that | shoud keep going, and even that | shoud try out al sorts of things. Now, |
couldn't say which ismore ammmon and which israrer. It also changes; it might be
that maybe the first experienceis determined entirely by me, bu then by the second
tine, the boy himself becomes the driving force.

One would, understandably, be boundto find the nation d "lying badk and enjoying it"
rather dubious; nevertheless it would na be gpropriate to discussthat issue a thisjuncture.

He preferred to just enjoy it. It'snat like that with all boys.
At first, children oy consider their own needs.

In my experience, it doesn't happen automaticdly. Maybe because they're more
likely to pu themselvesin the gay caegory, than if they just passvely let it happen.

Turning Macho. Many children ad out drastically exaggerated versions of adult clichés. We
do nd know whether this reflects mere playfulness, or something akin to early self-training.
Girls may alrealy aspire to full womanhood.Along these lines we heard the bitterswed story of
atwelve-year-old, suff ering from an incurable terminal ill ness who, in her final two years of
life, wished to have and dd have aresses and sexual intercourse with ore of our interviewees,
who was twenty when it ended. Other stories related to littl e boy-studs.

Heis eleven and totally macho. Has girlfriends, two onead finger, and also plays
the big shot. He himself is only into fucking. He dso tried to fuck me; but his penis
wasn't quite long enough to read.. Heis certainly typicd of today's children and
youth: for them sexuality only consists of fucking. Fucking women. He wanted to be
sucked, sincethen he ould fuck mein the mouth, bu asfar as any kind d
tenderness there'snot atrace

Regeding Sxua Acts. As arabhit behaves passvely before asnake, i.e., stays gill out of
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fea; such readions are reported by courtlessrape and incest victims. Something completely
different obviously haolds true for pedophili ¢ situations. Our conversational partners observed and
described their young friends' reactions quite precisely. Regjecting reactions are registered ealy
on.

There was one boy who had nointerest whatsoever in that diredion. He wanted to
seg somewhere dse, other than beside me. He dso wanted to pu on additional
clothing before dimbing into bed. He bathed with the doar closed and locked. When
| put my arm around hm it was clea from his reaction that he was more surprised
than pleased abou it. He'd turned his shouder slightly. A boy wholikes it doesn't
turn his shoudder but instead relaxes it, leans badk, and rests his heal onit. The boy
who daesn't like it, onthe other hand, moves away, and goes off into the distance

Putting anEndto It. Knowing how to get out of an intimate relationship isalso part of a
cgpabili ty of engaging in sexual ads. As might be imagined, the dhild's closure script is easily
employed: just stay away. Thiswas very frequently reported to us as the way the relationship
ended. Sometimes only the sexual part ended, as the diild withdrew from the lover. Boys
probably master the script particularly well: “I don't want to dothat with you. Because | don't
have ahard-onfor that anymore.”
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Winning aBoy' sHeart
Sexua Consent Between the Generations?

“l would likefirst of al to have won the boy's heart, to laugh and cry with him, have an
easy-going relationship with him, becauseit is only then that the secondstageislined up’ - sex
that is, which is 9 coyly alluded to here. What sort of heat does a dild have? How and to
whom can this heat be given? What's lost and what's gained by this?

Thejustificatlion for the pedophli c demandto be able to pradice aworthy sexual form inits
own right hinges on this question: In spite of their incongruence, can the sexual scripts of aman
and a dhild interact in such away asto result in asituation that's agreeable?A situationis
“agreedle,” then, if afterwards the participants do not wish that it had never happened. Although
there asolutely are dnildren's sexual scripts, howvever immature - which we becane a@uainted
with in the preceding pages - only the ault would reasonably be @leto tie the incompatible
adion-patterns together. He would bear the responsibili ty. Our questionis therefore: Are the
plans of apedophilic man caried ou in such away that a high degreeof emphasisis placel on
the dnild's needs and pdentialiti es?

Forms of Child Consent

As much as the arerage man shoud alrealy be reluctant to buy into the old saying “it takes
two to tango,” it is even more important for pedophil es to re-examine this presumption. Withou
exception, thase we questioned have indeed dane so. They are dearly conscious of the
dissmilarity in sexual dealings; this knowledgeis at the cre of the pedo-erotic sexual form.

Every pedophlelooksfor akind d natural consensus with the child whom he comesinto
contad with. Whether the thus attained external agreement is also namatively observableis
ancther matter. Instead of dismissng outright what the dild-lover has to say abou the
manifestations of a dhild'swill, | propcse that we look at their reports. At that point, we will still
be ale to make the judgment that “in any case that won't do.”

Our conwversational partners described very different kinds of paths and goalsin their
consensus-building. | shall | eave out the handful of cases in which the person questioned
believed he'd been seduced by a highly-adivated child; usually this happened their “first time.”
For some, ore shoud really hear the other side of things; for others, | believe the “seducing’
child was more likely an acoommodating child, o foll owed ore of the scripts described in the
previous ®dion. One should na go as far as many apologists and ascribe to the dhild a cmnstant
interest in having sexual experiences, with adults noless in front of whom children learn early
on- asarule-to hidetheir sexua impulses. Dieter Richter, whose specialty is childrenin
literature, says of seduction from Goethe's Mignon to Nabokovs Lolita: From here mme the
traditional depictions of the demon and witch-child as motifs for the seducing littl e girl. [F23]

| likewise take the dfirmations of some of those questioned - that they were only carying
out the dhild's desire for alittl e sex - with agrain of salt. Here it would appea therewas a
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shifting-over, so they wouldn't have to discusstheir own desires. Thisis preasely what
characterizes the bottomlessdenial that Martin Dannedker has poken of. But of coursethisis
how desire dways works in sexually active individuals, pedophlesincluded. By the way, it does
not by any means seem to me that pedophil es would want the roles to be reversed by projeding
initi ative and resporsibili ty onto the dhildren, one day even coming to think of themselves as
“victims.” In the narrative torrent of the intensive interviews, they always discussed the situation
in much the same way as they prefer to patray it in apologetic pulicaions.

It was always intense; it was during the past year that the sexual contads first took
place I'd just been waiti ng for him to take the initi ative.

For me what'simportant is nat what | would like but rather, what the boy desires.
Andif the boy does wish to dosomething sexual, then it brings mejoy to do
whatever he wants.

When the dildren are younger, | usually let them determine the course of things.
Anything else just wouldn't do. | must aways attune myself to what they want,
which isn't dways  easy to do.

“Initiative,” “ want,” “ determine”: the series of such words could be expanded qute
substantially; but this does nat mean that the pedophil e himself behaves passvely. He simply
walts, establishestrust, and looks for a dadk in the doar. In the final analysisit is he who wants
and initi ates the sexual asped of the relationship; thisis, however, dore within the limits of what
the dhild will alow andisrealy for. And another word onthis: The pedophil e treas the dild as
the subjed, na the object, of asexual ad. So say, at any rate, hisideals, and so say most of the
individual histories that were reported to us.

Now, what does consent between a big person and alittl e person look like? | hardly find the
following models to be of usein analyzing sexual consent: hooker/johnin prostitution, master/
davein the S/M scene. Also, sincetime immemorial, marriage has been a contrad, and the sex
within it amarital duty. The concepts of civil and legal consent don't help much either. Lover
and child enter into a cmplex, asymmetricd relationship in which sexual, ideological, and
material goods are exchanged. We will begin with some formulas that pedophil es use a guiding
principlesin their dedings.

| want the boy to resped me. I've never forced anything; | myself havejust let it all
happen. Naturally one must resped the dild's wishes. One must not extort or compel
him.

Never again will | ask anything of aboy, unessheis personaly ready to gveit.

As amatter of principle | only go asfar as they boy wantsto.

The girl-lovers put things in qute similar terms.

| never have and rever would doanything the girl wasn't agreeable to. | also would
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never do anything without knowing that the girl knew what was going to happen
there. Everything that 1 do with the dhild must not merely be tolerated, bu wanted.

From the moment when agirl says she doesn't want to anymore, | also donat try to
persuade or compel her, because | accept that. When | like agirl, it's okay to meif
she saysno. Andwhat's funfor bath is, | think, dkay, whatever the girl's age.

The ourse of action kecoming apparent here sounds smplistic a first. But of course it
establi shes merely the outlines of a mplex phenomenon, al owing many variants, and requiring
numerous individual dedsions. If a child's sxua autonamy isto be taken serioudly, these
manifestations of will must be investigated with the utmost care. Does it require a ¢ear “yes,” or
isit satisfadory for an adult to simply wait and seeif a “no” is going to come? To asume that
silenceimplies consent would be quite improper here.

| pull back immediately if | naticethe other person dcesn't react to a particular touch.
Then | dso dan't read anymore. And | don't do anything further. When aresponse
does come, then of course | go along with it. But when the other person dbesn't go
along, then no.

The wished-for consent may be given in various forms. This begins even before cmntad is
first establi shed:

| looked at him with great interest, redly nice dtention, and aready | had to listen to:
“Stop staring, you gay pig!” You have to be prepared for that.

Sometimes | get them to change dothes with me. | nolonger ask this diredly. But
then when | move my hand close to their genitas, they usually won't stand for it any
longer.

| felt her thigh, and then she said: “That tickles.” She means thisin a negative sense.
She'd orly said, that tickles. But it didn't take alot of logic to figure out what she
meant. Of course, she'd also said it red loud.

The wish that the other personwould give aclea “no’ requires a cetain strength, within,
redly, the respedful posture that children have towards adults. The pedophil e must have some
finely-tuned senses at his disposal to be aleto ndicethe refusal signals of afive-year-old.

What usually happens with meisthat | tickle her one time, and whil e playing around
| stroke her bottom, also orce between the legs. Then at that paint I'll wait, hdding
off: Will she seizetheinitiative or won't she. If not, there's no pant; she has no

desire for it. Then shelll move my hand away. Y ou can still ti ckle her then, but you
probably shoudn't touch her in any other way.

| also seduce alittl e, but only very cautiously and tentatively. If your hands get
brushed away, your approacd istoo crude dready. | observe the overal situation.
When a boy doesn't want to, you can fedl it. Then | stop right away. It also daesn't do
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him any harm, because | force myself to be very conscious of what I'm doing. It's
83 crazy how you seaond guesseverything; much more than a person would normally
haveto refled onit.

If consent is denied, or the dhild expresses refusal through his or her behavior, then no
sexual ad takes place The small proviso “asarule” dways needs to be born in mind with
genera statements like this; it is my impressonthat the exceptions to the rule here ae nomore
frequent than in ather sexual scenes, for example between adults or married coupes.

For my part, I'd soorer just give up than push her into anything. To me the most
important thing is the friendship between my nine-yea-old friend and my daughter.
Under no circumstances can this be jeopardized. That comes before dl else.

| refuse to force things along the lines of the motto: “Y oure now twelve, | like you
very much, so the rest must happen.” If he dearly lets me know that he doesn't want
to, then nahing happens. While we aewrestling, | also dorit try to grab him roughly
between the legs or anything like that, because to me that's just rude, stupid. | don't
control everything. Thisis an approach that's srved me well. | can personaly justify
absolutely every contad I've ever had with aboy. That it was okay for me and also
for the boy.

Often, when sex comes abou through presaure, arefusal is expressd. In the wake of the
rape debates thiswould be an especially thorny issue for girl-lovers; thisis 9 becaise, whereas
g4  young women particularly need this protedion, ayoung man obvously was andis al too
acastomed to resisting outside presaure.

I'm not one to push. | may have dore this once before, even entirely at the beginning,
but it redly doesn't achieve anything. It's undeasant for both sides.

Eacdh ore has dore something with me; but this was more the joy of discovery, this
exploration d my body. Oncethis thirst for knowledge was quenched, the desire to
do something with me would nolonger be there. That doesn't bother me; it is nat of
course awoman that | havein bed with me, but a dild. | can't bring my own neels
intoit. In my eyesthat would be oppresson, which | don't like.

| was in the Child Protedion Federation for sometime. | was aready for child
protedion, and against violence and abuse against children - no questionthere. And
at that time | simply wanted to commit myself to it.

| would never even consider doing violenceto a child or forcing oneto do
something. To me, that's as good as murder.

Sean in linguistic terms, pedophili c consent can come aou in threekinds of ways:. explicit,
nonwerbal, or intuitive. Among adults, direct and blunt discussons to assess sexual realinessare
unusual andtaboo. The flowery phrase “your place or mine?” actually passes for verbal high art.
Sexually competent adults have d their dispasal numerous <ripts for “making apass” For a



85

86

87

Lautmann Page44 d 74

child, nore of thiswill work. Perhaps thisiswhy it's frequently the case that indications of
agreement - indeal of anonverbal sort - are solicited often and explicitly. This cenariois
commonpacein everyday sexual routines: touching - observing - more intimate touching, and so
on. One might call it the trial-and-error method. A coll ege graduate in his early forties, obviously
with many experiences with boys from seven onup, describes how he casually tests the waters:

When | put the question, “ And where would you like to sleg?’ | glance over once d
such-and-such place, and there's also a spat here by me, then the readionis always,
“I'll Sleep here.” Sincel basicdly sleg with nahing on, this tends to separate the
whea from the dhaff. Either the boy also finds it interesting, in which case he too
undresses himself, or it strikes him as drange, in which case he leares his pants on.
Then perhaps the first weekend goes by with nahing happening at all. By the second
weekend, he too leaves his pants off, and cuddes upto me. That's exadly how it is
with boys - the cads are laid onthe table: If the situation is enjoyable, he will
quickly respondaccordingly. Withou words. Then | trace his entire body with my
hand, and seewhether or nat the boy likes my hand being whereit is.

Such amedhanistic yes-no code doesn't always work so beautifully. We coommunicate
nonwerbally primarily through ou eyes, through which we try to ascertain what our partner is
thinking.

I myself still remember something like aspark or jolt from thefirst visual contact
that was very strong. In any event, it happened so automaticdly; 1'd started to stroke
his face and even asked whether it tickled. Him: “No, ss$h.. .keg going.” He had a
pretty goodsmile on hsfacethe whaletime. “You can aso stroke alittl e lower.” By
then he dready had a hard-on. From then oneverything was completely clear. With
this diding down dof ten or twenty centimeters, that didn’t crossany boundiries yet.

Explicit and nonwerbal means of communication d course ensure aharmony of will s,
acording to ou conversational partners' detail ed descriptions, thisis arcely open to question.
Some virtuosos prefer to rely ontheir own intuition, kegging the question as to whether their
methodis freeof errors.

You et afedling for it. In ead individual case you have to figure out what the boy
wants, where it's too much for him, and what he does nat want, emotionally
speding. Andit may be that it isonly pedophles whoredly have afeding for this.
It's smilar to when one normally assesses a woman's circumstances, and al so gets
thisfeding quite naturaly: | can doit with the woman, a, | cannat doit with her.

The analogy is misleading. In any event, there ae protests on the female side today against
men rashly assuming willi ngness

From the point of view of the dhild's autonamy, what's dangerous abou an intuiti vely
presumed consensus isn't that one will i ncorrectly assume arefusal onthe other's part. A false-no
iseasily corrected. A false-yes, onthe other hand, violates the right to self-determination.
Fortunately no such cases were reported to us; really, nore of those questioned relied solely on
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intuitive cnsent. Nevertheless intuiti ve recogniti on figures prominently in all situations where
pedophiles and children interad. Thisnationis deeply embedded here. With pradice, a
pedophle's glance can distinguish between accessible andinaacessble dhildren. Before an
approad really startsto become erotic apre-seledionis made, through observation d play
behavior and/or abrief verbal exchange. Withou being able to quantify it at this paint, | believe
that the vast mgjority of children have nointerest in pedopliles.

You can't take everyone. It's like amagnet. You can tell as onas one speaksto
you, a you sped&k to him, and he getsinto a cnversation with you. Then you can
arealy say that youwill eventually be &leto dosomething with him. If there's
nothing along these lines, he's going to ignore you anyway. | myself have suffered
this; so then | lost interest, which was fine.

A series of girl-lovers would shore up the intuiti ve pre-selection with a certain soli citousness
toward the dnild. Because an adult man can't easily join in with girlsin aplay situation - with
boysit'sadifferent story - common goundis arce On the other hand heterosexual attradionis
arealy well-developed in a young woman. So, remarks sich as the foll owing were made
repeaedly:

Some girls begin ontheir own. A major portion d them, maybe half or so, began
approadiing me eoticaly ontheir own initiative. They say, “Now I'd like to seeyou
naked,” or, “I'd like to touch you.”

With as young as ten, eleven-year-old girls | have strongly felt this attradive force;
that is, mutualy. They've articulated that they want me dose by. Evenin class bu
redly after the lesson; then they stayed after and straightened things upin the
hallway, wanted to play and talk with me, wanted to sit in my lap.

We have now seen that there are & least threedistinguishable ways in which consensuality
is negotiated. The pedophil e obtains the ansent of his beloved right away, soon, o very
gradually. The interviews how very clearly how varying amourts of time aerequired for
consent. Immediate amnsent would appear, at first glance, to be quite dubious. How are such
diff erent generations able to come to agreement so quickly? Being able to get an eredion
instantly is part of the male sexual fantasy. The spontaneity, playfulness and ephemerality onthe
child's sde may fedd into this ssmewhat.

Only once did | have such an experience In apublic pod, | met a boy who snatched
away my bathing cap. | ran after him and grabbed him. He jumped up,and | came
into contad with his genitals. Bam - we had sexual contad right away, in the
changing room. | encountered hm once again after that. | would've liked to have
kept in contad with him, but. then, he wasn't around anymore.

Quick contad, well-receved: With the exception d stroking, these ae rather rare, and
probably remain superficial. Presumably this consists mostly of so-cdled petting; therefore few
intensive sexual ads. Thouwgh this ort of consent isindeed given soon, it is not, hovever, offered
immediately.



89

90

Lautmann Page 46 d 74

I'd asked him once d the very beginning, and he said to me he was afraid to. Then |
explained to hm how it had been with me ealier. After this happened two or three
more times, he was prepared to doit. Seen from my side, it was pradically a
seduction.

One intervieweeswore by the motto, “Either soon, or never.”

During my life I've made a coupe of attemptsto get boysto look at me; but then
nothing ever came of it. Nowadays | have aclearer sense of things. In my
experience, that first feding, that very sportaneous feding, has never betrayed me.

Strongly or loosely partnership-oriented pedophl es all ow themselves whatever timeis
necessary to win the child's affection. The dnild isn't too young for a sexual encourter; the
relationship is. What will the child agree to? Thiswould be the objedive dimension d
pedophilic consent. If we could, just once, analyze this with cod detachment, we would seethat
there'sathreefold deasion-making processat work here: whether a sexual ad will take place &
al, which adswill be dlowed uponthe dild's body, and what acts the dild is prepared to
perform uponthe ault's body. Until now I've spoken of whether, and have, abowe dl,
investigated what all owanceis made for a child's“no.” It ismy impressonthat the antennae of a
pedophili c man are more finely-tuned. As onas he can asaure himself that he has the go-ahead,
it's then a matter of what and hav much.

The boundhries beyondwhich atouch is considered a sexual ad are drawn narrowly today,
more so than ever. The aiminal law defines these boundaries, pulic opinion accepts them, and
child protedive campaigns work for their propagation. Pedoplhil e feding reads indifferently to
these boundxries: also stroking, looking at, phdographing. etc., satisfying many pedophles, even
though these ae generaly considered as diredly sexual. But having taken the seamingly
forbidden approad, having obtained a general consent seems, again, to suffice Our
conversational partners expressed littl e interest in being able to carry out more extensive
adivities with their young friends.

One'sown baly isaticklishisauein pedophli c desire. Many of those questioned report that
although the boys enjoy their own sexuality, they have littl e interest in making sure that all of the
older partners sexua needs are met. Aside from some innate gotitudes, children do na yet have
asuitable sexual script at their disposal; thisisonly learned - hopefully -after puberty. Some men
negotiate this with them before that.

It was often the case that you had to take weeks and months, urtil everything redly
played itself out, also before you personally got areturn onyour investment, and
before the boy leaned to aso dosomething for the other person's pleasure. He was
of course so timid at first; he didn't know what he was suppased to dowith it.

Thisfailureto “click” is probably reported as often asit is because pedophilesfindit so
frustrating. Perhaps succesgul redprocity in stimulationis sldom highlighted becauseiit, of
course, is equivalent to the standard interpretation of what sexual couging means. A series of
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interviewees made it clear that neither the body nor the lustfulnessnor the orgasm of the older
partner meant much to the cildren. Sometimes the dil dren foundthe gaaulate disgusting. One
makes a virtue of necessty. Then their own fulfil Iment is not so important, or becomes incidental
to something else:

When | lick avagina, it's not necessary for me that my penis get sucked. Anyhow,
this aready brings me to climax. | don't need to worry abou my businessat all. |
would like only to give pleasure.

From the point of view of consent, any expedation that the touching would be redprocated
must be dandored; the pedophles have had to come to terms with the fad that their love
relationships canna be mutual in the way that isidedized by adults. Theillusion d fusioncan
be maintained for at most afew seconds, bu never over thelong run. A cdm harmony is
contrary to the unruliness of children. Once apedophil e has come to understand he canna exped
something similar from his young friend, then ona new level he will find some possbiliti es for
establi shing a mutually-binding partnership. A relationship o their own kindis, from its
inception, kased onthe exchange of heterogeneous fedings. No ore can readily describe their
love relationship withou lapsing into clichés. What our conversational partners ketch ou with
their own littl e intimations is no substitute for an alegedly impaossble love. It's not even sex; it
is, rather, pedo-eroticism.

Isthe picture | am painting perhaps too rosy? Is the pedophli ¢ man so thoroughly
considerate, urselfish, and easy to please? Certainly the members of a marginal groupwould
want to be seen in afavorable light by the interviewing research team. We were prepared for
this, and have paid attention to equivocations, pauses, and embarrasanent. We dways reverted to
thispasitionin afriendy yet uncompromising manner. In any event the narrators were
aqquainted with their own rules; therefore it wasn't so easy to leave out, whitewash, o fasify
anything withou it being ndiced by a seasoned i stener and questioner.

In so-cdl ed narrative interviews thase questioned float along a sort of narrative river, in the
course of which the essentials of the subjed are articulated. The intention o leaving agood
impresson fades away in the murse of a severa-hour-long exchange. Then the more difficult
incidents, aswell astheir own doulis, aso casually flow into the wnversation. Thus, for
example, experiences with prostitutes and trips to East Asiawere dso forthrightly reported to us,
often towards the end d theinterview. An intensive interview is not the place @her to sing the
praises of pedophiliaor to hore one's geech-making skill s. From the beginning we asked about
events and experiences, not assesgnents and justificaions.

| believe that pedophiles - or more accurately, those whom we questioned - do expend a
gred deal of effort to oltain the dhild's consent, and also, take “no” seriously. At this paint, |
canna resist making the following dig: A mgor portion d heterosexua men would dowell to
employ such carefully developed consent strategies with women. The aedibili ty of our
conversational partnersis further confirmed by the fad that they did na hold badk painful and
embarrassng things from us. Thereis awhole series of doulde-edged situationsin pedosexual
contads, such that some shades of gray can now be alded to what has heretofore been a starkly
bladk-and-white picture.
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Borderline Situations

Seduction can go too far with any form of ars erotica and with everything that human
beings have foundto satisfy their instinctual desires. And yet, what is sduction for? In order to
be together with ancother person - nat, however, for the purpose of turning into ancther person
through, for example, achange in sexual orientation. Now, the word “seduce” has an ugly ring to
it: employing questionable means, taking advantage of inexperience, etc. Many pedophles
explicitly distancethemselves from this. But talking a dhild into a sexual ad does crosstheir
minds. For example, resistance might be overcome through eloquent persuasion. Sexual contad
isnat like doar-to-doar salesmanship, where one buys smething that really wasn't wanted, and
isthen annoyed with oreself. Armchair persuasionis aurely harmless andisto agrea extent
necessarily tied to verbalization in the pedophili ¢ bargaining process If the pedophle would like
to be touched, this obviously requires sme encouragement.

However you dliceit, at the beginning, it's gill abou persuasion. If you makeit clea
that it matters agrea deal, and that the relationship wouldn't be & closeif it didnt
happen. In this transitional phase, into which ore must first bring a boy, then I just
don't know to what extent that is presaure, at least psychological presaure.

In the foll owing we hear from a young man who, on the one hand, caydreams abou how,
“The minutes when | have been together with littl e girls, ages eight to twelve or so, are the
happiest moments of my life” is, onthe other hand, quite &le to take firm action. At eighteen he
meds agirl who's nat yet twelve; after afew days, he reaches the petting stage.

Initially she was only alittl e turned on.Me: “Come on naw! Of course you love me!
Now just doit; there'sredly nothing to it.” Her: “Okay, fine, I'll just doit.” Me, a
while later: “Come on, right now, nostalling.” At that point she was even more
turned on.Indeed I'd taken her hand, simply brought it over, and said: “Now come,
doit onetime now.” I'd taken my pants off, and she did it right to the end.

Coitus happened for the first time on her twelfth hirthday. This mixture of persuasion,
pestering, and resolute action would seem repulsive, if not for the fad that thisis often predsely
what still goes on with teenagers generally.

How believable can a subsequent consent beif the dhild initially resisted? Does the lover
have to regard afirst “no” —including an implicit one - asfinal, or may he bet onapossble
change of heart?

| asked him whether I might be dl owed to suck his penis. He dsai no. But then we
did it anyway. The sexual contad continued over severa years. He was $x or seven
when it began and it continued urtil he was eighteen.

Thefirst “no” may arise from acertain perplexity and hesitation regarding the unknown,
espedally inlight of the fad that one has heard such contradictory messages abou it. Such a
refusal could, urder certain circumstances, be revisited. Our conversational partners have not
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definitively expressed their view onthis criticd clarificaion and bargaining phase. It appeasto
me now that the research groupwas not ready to discussthis ensitive isaue.

When | naticethat the boy basically likes being with me but has inhibitions - i.e.,
doesn't have the aonfidencebecause the situationis of course completely new to him
- then in that situation, | myself fed that | shoud take avay hisinhibitions. In that
case maybe I'll caresshim with my hands a littl e more adively than he does with me
I'll dlso guide him abit. But thisisatransitional situation. Then the boy will either
find that what I'm leading him toward is pleasurable, or he'll find no peasurein it.

Assesanent of the borderline cases described so far hinges onthe extent to which the
eventually attained consent can be regarded as aufficiently normative. Thisis open to debate.
What is not open to debate is when some interview partnerstell us abou isolated incidents where
the boundxries of exploitation a sadism were transgressed. These interviewees also are true
pedophles. But the unacceptable things they did report do nd ater the overal impresson | have
gained o the pedophili ¢ sexua form. There are men whose pedophili ¢ act competency is limited.
But | must hasten to add: One finds this gradation d competency in al sexual scenes.

| grabbed the twelve-yea-old's breasts from behind, and then she got into the pod,
so that | could fed her breasts nice and proper. But it didn't go any further. One, who
was thirteen, who redly wasn't developed, had neither breasts nor any pubic hair.
But at the pod, she criesout: “1 aready have breasts, | already have hair.” Me:
“Proveit. Come, let's go into the dhanging area.” At first shereally didn't want to,
but then | convinced her and she undressed: | touched her pussy alittl e. She
immediately put her legs together. | never got any further with the girl. So with me,
thisis how it works. Conversational contact first; you lie down together on atowel.
brush upagainst each ather, pu suntan lotion on o ancther, and then, if your hand
dips smewhere dse...

Now, daesthisfellow merely come off as dashing, or is he doing something that will hurt
the girl? Consent is not dways licited in this sort of “pushy” physicd contad, which, by the
way, shoud na be unquestioningly referred to as “sexuality.” In any event, if thelittl e one
oppaesit, the man will stop. Now, is his behavior more playful or, above al, more repulsive? It
is perhaps only because | have dready embarrassed myself that I'm even able to ask.

Onewill also beirritated to hea how this ssme man has been with a different girl from this
same youth groupfor threeyears now, beginning when she was sven yearsold.

| wanted to phdograph her, and she agreed. She knew what it was for. It was
important to me simply to have such picturesfor once Shewas alittl e shy at first,
but then she cane right up and joined in. Then when | said, “Don't you want to take
your panties off 7’ she took them off, and just spread her legs wide. Then | stroked
her a little. With her, I'd ndiced she was interested in approaching me. One day |
simply took her in my arm and, ower her pants, stroked her pussy a bit. She didn't
resist, didn't scream.
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Thisintervieweedid na expresshimself clealy or in sufficient detail asto whether the girl
had truly agreed, in the sense of her “natura will .” When she gladly showed something, this did
nat mean he was all owed to stroke there or stick afinger in. Such a high threshold for a child's
refusal would lie far above anything that could even be cnsidered to be mnsent. Nevertheless
this man can picture living together with the littl e one, even over along period d time. In any
event, he does dill appreciate the girl when he meets her again as an adult. This means that he
seesin the girl the woman to come, andin the woman, the former girl.

Where an interview partner reports no reaction onthe dild's part indicaing approval, |
presume the ansent is unstable or incomplete. With some girl-lovers, the little one stays, as it
were, mute: he then concludes that her remaining silent indicates a"yes." Their own seaurity
interests are discussed in far greaer detall .

Besides, | still have pretty much superficial relations, where | will stroke the girl, her
breasts, indeal very warily; | don't want to go toofar. If | do something, then | must
be completely sure that the girl won't say anything. I've dso said to her: “If this ever
getsout, | will bein big troule, and you will go to agroup hane.” Thisworks. |
aways sy, “You d course have your own will , and | also have mine. | consider you
afull partner, even though you're achild. You have exadly the same say as| do.”

This man evidently believes in children's willi ng participation; and yet, his descriptionis
inconsistent. There's too much traditional male thinking going on here. Less educaed
interviewees were particularly likely to still spe&k in paternalistic terms, probably in their
interadions with young women a so. For the pedophile who turnsto girls, his masculinity stands
in the way. Hegemonic masculinity (Bob Conrell) goes along with its gender programming,
everywhere bent on getting its own way. What only indiredly disturbs the cmmmunicaion
between aboy andaman - bath, in the end, wink at the prize of dominance - isa caise of real
concern as far as girls are concerned. The girl-lover nat only possesses the superiority that comes
with being an adult; heisalso odiged to be dominant towards all females. If he'slooking for a
loving relationship, he will haveto udean all of histraditional notions of gender.
Heterosexuality's close ties to hegemonic masculinity already make this extremely difficult for
him.

Assurances

Prior to the end d my most important chapters, | will attempt to provisionally summarize
the results o far: Sexually speaking, how isa dild's consent obtained? The pedophili ¢ sexudl
form has at its disposal an unwsually differentiated concept of consent, at least compared to
common sexua forms. In linguistic, chrondogicd, and fadual ways, the lovers dructure their
approadh. They themselves no doulh want sexually active dildren; nevertheless they will
content themselves with whatever contad they can get. The disgmilarity of feding between the
two partiesis reaognized and addressed. The overwhelming magjority of the encourters and
friendships described to us appeaed to be based onan agreement as to what would happen
sexually, whereby a “no” was respeded by the alults as alegitimate expresson d will . The
borderline cases, insofar as they were reported to us, do nd dedsively taint the overall
impresson.
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Uponre-reaing the interview transcripts, two additional considerations emerge to show
why the findings were what they were, and could na have turned ou differently: thereis noway
adifferent kind d true pedoplile @muld exist. For one thing, the lover must think of hisown
safety; and, orce his sveetheat has been won over, he wants the relationship to last awhile.

| always conduct myself properly with children | have sexua relations with. | ask
beforehand, mainly so as to avoid any posshble misunderstandings. One certainly can
ask aquestionin such away that the other person will misunderstand it. Then things
could turn sour for me.

Even better than strategic cdculations, sexual fedings help guarantee that the child's
autonamy is not violated. Again and again ou conversational partners gressed hov much value
they placeonthe dild's voluntary participation, not only on ethica grounds, bu also from a
sexual motivation. Without consent, pedophili c desire seans to fail to appear.

| redly wouldn't enjoy it if | felt that the boy only did it because it was inevitable.

Certainly the initi ative comes from my side. But when | sense that someone doesn't
fed goodabou it or doesn't want to, then redly, | am nolonger able to respond.

For meit's extremely important that the boy be on the ball, and that he's able to
concentrate on me; otherwise, nahing will happen with me ather.

My drean is a boy who caresses me.

“Andif youare not willi ng, then | will useforce” isclealy no pedophilic formula, bu
rather, afearful projedion. On the cntrary - the child encourters a sexually tentative alult. To
this extent, the little ones are nat confronted urconditionally with the full complement of fedings
that adult sexuality encompasses. In many cases the pedosexual encourter isadualy amed at
what Michad-Sebastian Honig has defined as the goal of child-love: a playful satisfadion d the
need for tendernesswhich dces not rule out genital excitation.

Alrealy | seeyoufrowning and hea your murmuring: harmlessness! Also, how can ore
succesdully separate the description d such arisky sexual form from an evaluation o it? |
adually just follow our data, athough the author's moral dilemmais ongoing. Perhaps the
foll owing chapter - which | by the way see & being much lessimportant than many of the others
- will provide further clarification: What, and hav much, is now taking place?
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There's nathing the two of us dorit do

The Sexual Facts of Pedophilia

“Agreed! Even if you put together awhole series of pedophles, it still anountsto little or
nothing genitally spe&king.” Regarding type aad number of sexual ads, those questioned
spanned awide range of depth and quantity of experience, in this pedrum between al and
nothing.

If youfeel that the sexual fads are espedally important, or you went straight to this chapter
in the book,let me ak youthis: “What's the nature of your interest here?’ Throughou this entire
report, | have taken pains to avoid being carried away by the pulic agitation and pdemics
surroundng child abuse. For the sake of objectivity | intendto remain faithful to this approach.
But only to a certain degree Being appall ed by the ways in which an avowed pedoplil€'s
sexuality manifestsitself and then stigmatizing him has a aiminal makes abou as much sense &
attempting to de-sexualize genuine pedophilia and putting it in educational and edifying terms.

In atext from 1990,the Swissauthor Bea Meier cdled for “love of children” and * sex with
children” to be mnsidered two separate phenomena. Sexual impulses are nat always the driving
forcebehind, no dothey alwayslead to, sexua acts. This certainly hads true on a general
conceptual level: love, eroticism, and sex are dearly mutually distinguishable. Y et present-day
forms of loving and living push each individual to interpret erotic inclinations as also being
sexual, andto - insofar as posgble - combine the two. Today sexual identity aso includes sexud
orientation; succesdul self-representation also requires the integration d sexual experiences. The
cdibacy discusson povides confirmation d this. The feats of sublimation o aLewis Carroll
could scarcdy be pulled off today.

General Reticence

At asexual science onferencein 1980, put together aworking groupin which men were
suppased to report ontheir erotic fascination with chil dren; they remained dsappantingly silent.
A Berlinteam - the authors of abook pultished in 1976entitl ed Sexuality Is More (Michael
Baurmann, Ralf Dose @ a.) - had discusgons over several months with ore self-declared
pedophile. A theme here sought its way into the wider world, people who thought through their
sexual desires and took their childish partners serioudly, refleded onthis concept. At that time,
guilty consciences and fear of proseaution condemned them to akind d reticence.

Ten yeas later, pedophil es were undouhiedly still shying away -even more so. Considering
its sexual comporents, the language of love - and thisis afundamenta problem - isadually
quite dry. The play of the body can be filmed, painted, scul pted, written about, and even set to
music. And yet, when we adually try to describe it, we might as well be in the middle of the
desert. Roland Barthes, who must know about such things, thinks that the delight one
experiences in sexual practices cannd be put into words. Language is only able to pursue,
encode, and provide thumbnail descriptions of the ads. [F24]
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In the same way, the dreadful poverty of adequate words for this will immediately become
glaringly apparent, as | begin to addressthe subject. Of course, the auriosity | attadked alittl e
while ago is predsely what you're going to hear about now. Western civili zation defines sexual
adsin terms of what parts of the body are involved. Moreover, just three regions and types of
adivity come up, which are dways described in similar triads. external bodly - mouth - lower
body orifices. Sexologically: masturbation - cunnlingus/fell atio - manual/ oral/coital penetration.
Colloqually: rubking - licking/ blowing - fucking/banging. The language of pedophiles and
youths proceeds al ong these same lines, except that, here, “rubbing” means manual adivity only.
Because our interview partners talk abou the sexual events - including that third pation- in
these terms, | have no alternative but to depict them thisway. Admittedly, this means that we
will seesex interms of its most banal aspeds.

Upon the Child's Body

What happens with the child genitally-speaking? Actually, anything mentioned in the éove
chapter introduction could occur. Everything that happened was far lessdramatic than |
personally - nat to mention many of our excitable contemporaries - would have expeded prior to
the study. Asto the quality of the ads examined here, it was mostly stroking that took dace; this
obviously rules out the more unusua pradices. To this extent, | am able to pu your minds at
ease abit: There are no Faustsin boys' clothing, no six-year-old daminatrixes with whips; nore
of the well-known perversions. Not today at any rate, na as of yet - who would want to rule out
the posshili ty of future changes to anyone's sexual scene?

Maybe we have too many predetermined assumptions abou what adult men are, by nature,
like. This, inturn, leads to some fundamental palarizations. Some see dildren as sxually
inexperienced, and adults as dangers to their hedthy development. Others talk abou the dhild's
sexuality, andthe alult as potential partner. Both pasitions deplorably overgeneraize andignore
the many other types of relationships that go on.

In the foll owing, when | quate some interview excerpts in which the sexual ads are
discussed dredly, | will not be adding any of my own interpretations. The reader may obtain an
impresson from the text, but no more than that. There isno more astandard model of pedophilic
genital adivity than there isfor adult sexuality. Pedophles desires differ from one ancther quite
substantially; chil dren are distinguished from each ather in terms of age-stage, devel opmental
status, and persondlity. Becaise there ae so many possble pairings, we annad court onthere
being auniform pedosexuality. My orientation here will be commonly accepted ideas regarding
sexual contad intensity, progressng from the seemingly less rious on p to the more serious
cases. Asin the previous chapter, description and evaluation can scarcdy be kept separate from
one ancther.

Sexualized Play. A man sees aten-year-old in the pod, who, while dhanging his clothing,
eXposes an ered penis. The man begins a cnversation with the parents, and propaoses that they
al get together two days later for aswim.

Then there cane atime where he was hanging on my neck, from the front, with his
legs wrapped aroundme. Thefirst kiss ®onfoll owed. We were so close to eat
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other, we had to look a one ancther and laugh, because & the same time the sister
was D close by. That was aredly tender moment. It was lovely. Then before long,
he had a hard-on. We were dmost motionlessin the water then for a half-hour.

My first friend liked to be massaged andtickled on his badk; after that he was openly
lustful.

My friend from last summer was clealy open to kissng. He'd always be coming up
and making such eyes at me. Then al | could dowas plant akisson his motith.
When we were doneit often went further, because he'd get a hard-on right away.
I've observed thisin the pod: When | get within ore or two millim eters of his
mouth, bam, the thing stands right up.

Most pedophiles like kisgng, and the initi ative dmost always comes from them.

There ae boyswhowill very gladly kissyou. It actually varies from boy to boy.
Many don't likeit at al: "No, ore does thisonly with girls, na with men.”

Such boys, whoin this sene ae frequently young Turks, fear like the plague being
considered gay. In thisand aher cases, ore starts out not with an aff ectionate but with a
sportsman's-like gproad.

It usually got going casually with some horseplay, shoving each ather around, things
like that. Then he'd get on top d me, and it would begin.

The girl-loverstold wslittl e éout their approad. Presumably, becaise of the heterosexual
training on bdh sides, things go easier for them. Therefore, many here have already found
fulfillment.

Sportaneity plays abig role in sexua encounters with children. Indeed, | haven't lept with
this one ten-year-old girl. So it's gayed in the realm of much more limited kinds of sexual play,
with asort of game gproach. But these thoroughly spontaneous stuations apped to me more
than consummated sexual intercourse with an adult woman does.”

Manud. Girl-lovers who have dso had relationships with women aren't the only ones who
satisfy themselves with simply touching - boylovers do as well:

It's merely the result of children's games. You gay doctor in the usual way. Almost
everyone doesit of course. | don't think it's anything particularly special. Actualy it's
nothing more than heavy petting, aong those lines.

Because it was just petting. Playing with and stroking his penis. Just feding the skin.
Thisis $ amazingly beautiful. Nothing else; but it definitely still does count asa
sexual ad. Besides, the boy was just wild abou it; again and again he'd want it. For
him, for along time, it was just abou trying things out; when he gaaulated, how
goodan orgasm is, how helikesit. Then he examined his penis: Look - it'sarealy a
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littl e longer again. It was interesting when he got hisfirst littl e hairs. We were
adually preoccupied with it. | foundit just as exciting as he did.

Masturbating the boys was undouliedly the most frequent adivity, even if not pradiced by
everyone. Also withou orgasm, because even athirteen-year-old may still be too young for that.
“Jerking them off redly isn't complicaed at al.” Many times, the masturbation script is aready
familiar. In thisway, many boys likely write off what the lover does with him as an experiencein
self-satisfaction.

Oral. Some dildren say noto this.

It wasn't oral sex; he thinks that's fodlish. When he discoversit, helll gladly let
himself be sucked. | told thisone boy: “Man, it'sjust likeit iswith agirl” Hed
experimented with a girlfriend when he was eight, and he had to have liked it.

He liked getting his ball s licked. Then | knew - he'd gladly let himself get a blow-
job.Hethinksit'sreal nice it makes him lustful. Then he places his hands on your
head, to make sure you ke going.

For the girl-lover cunnlingus may have greaer importance perhaps it's also even more
welcome.

What she liked best of all waswhen I'd kissher down there. Asfar as e was concerned,
this could go onforever. When I'd give her a good-night kissthen she'd say, “that's nat all,”
rocking her lower body up and davn. A sort of wild hurt would often take place when she'd
say: “Catch my pussy!” Then I'd try to kissher pussy, as $1re would try to get away.

Anal. Penetrating a boy was mentioned perhaps occasionally. It goes without saying that
under no circumstances isthis ever forced. Even presaure isn't used to bring it about. In any
event, many boyloversrule out this sort of coitus, becaise it doesn't personally interest them.

No fucking - | redly don't have anything to dowith that... Okay, with agrown up,
that's an entirely different matter. But a dhild - that's no good.Not that | dislikeit; it
just doesn't excite me.

Those who dd to some degreelike thisimmediately pointed ou that it redly doesn't work,
which iswhy it rarely happens.

That's very rare. Out of every hunded there is perhaps one who would be glad to get
fucked. But they do exist.

For along while | didn't want to dothat, because | think that would be painful for
the boy. But today | know when a boy wants this, and it won't even cause him any
pain. So today, | toolike doing it; but it's not something that | exped. Because the
boy hasto adually come and say, “dothis.” | still haven't realy doneit yet - I've
only tried it out.
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There's one thing he doesn't go for, which I'm actually aready acaistomed to:
fucking. He's said he won't do this, and then I'll say, “Oh come on, of course you
will.” But he held firm. Thisisthe most saaed part of hisbody; | am not allowed to
enter his haly of hadlies. Perhaps later on. For better or worse | have to respect this.
But that's also avery beautiful thing. So, we've gotten together pretty regularly.

There was one remark that stood apart from the others: "Most boys, ornce they've overcome
their fear, will gladly allow themselves to be fucked." One pedophile, who had been involved
sexually with over a hundred boys, says of anal intercourse:

So far I've only had ore boy wholiked it, who also personally said to me: “Come, |
want to now.” It'sapsychaogicd problem thefirst time; when ore dlows himself to
be fucked, aneisthen in the role of the female, and the loser. And then there's also
the physical aspect, that for most, it's anatomicdly impaossble to dowithou some
paininvolved.

The girl-loverslargely renourced coitus, though not withou exception. They have to
struggle more intensely against the way that intercourse involving a penisandavaginais
normally carried ou. So, ore might be dumbfounded by the virulence with which they express
their renurciation o it as a matter of course. Many of these pedophles eroticaly sense within
the girl an already nascent woman, bu are neverthelessable to separate the two sexually.
Perhaps their pedophilia dso bespedks the fad that prevaili ng heterosexuality is missng
something, as the many complaints abou the presaure to perform and the potency requirement
would sean to indicate. One of our conversational partners appeaed to live upto ou
interviewer's expedations, when she asked him what it was like with agirl.

A girl is 9 soft and small, so dea, to me an angel. Therefore | couldn't do harm to
her. Right, sexual intercourse must not be implicitly associated with pain or torment;
one can also dothisin aloving way. But | don't know whether at eleven or twelve
they would be physicdly mature enough yet that thiswould be passble. They are of
course not only physicdly, but also psychdogically still not at all mature. The desire
for it isn't there & al yet.

The repudations predominantly came sportaneously, and souncded sincere.

Yes, just with my wife, but God willi ng, na with children. Not to mention the fad
that never before have | even tried to dothis; also, thisisn't how | operate at all. Not
to mention the fad that in that case, forcewould have to be used; it probably
wouldn't even be physicdly possbleto get it in. For me, drawing the latter
conclusionwould na be agoodidea The most beautiful thing to meis cuddling.

We've kissd eat ather all over. Slept together properly, like aults do, and therefore
| would have penetrated her, bu we didn't do it because | knew that would hut her.
This shoud always be atender thing.
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Particularly firm renunciations were aticulated by men who had littl e or even no pedoplhilic
experienceunder their belts; therefore, they never had to put thisto ared test.

| am not for penetration at al. The anatomy involved would already make this
impossble.

Then | aso would have hurt her, which | wouldn't have wanted; that would na have
been any pleasure for me. | think that if you forceyourself on someone, you're a
lesser personfor it.

And yet, the fact that only afew cases of consummated coitus were reported needsto be
looked at more thoroughly. Many girl lovers of course even get married. Asfar as the present
datais concerned, with the exception d the previously-reported borderline cases the dhildren
involved in coitus were twelve and thirteen years old; therefore under certain condtions,
provided that she was described in sufficient detail, it would be reasonable to refer to a young
woman as a partner. Some caes go badk severa yeas and, for the man, likely constitute the one
and ony time he's had an affair with a young person. All relativizations aside, the fact remains
that with pedophili a, coitus with the girl isnot ruled ou with absolute @mnsistency. One thirty-
yea-old had been qute close to atwelve-year-old girl for some dozen years, which he describes
asa dassc example.

The second nght, | tried to slegp with her properly. But | only got it part of the way
in, sinceshe was 4dill avirgin. The hymen seemed unlbregable - it would've hurt her.
| had also asked her beforehand: “Do you think we shoud giveit atry?” “Yes, bu
very carefully.” And| did try to take every precaution; it was pretty tight. | would
have fit into it, bu shewas gill avirgin, and| couldnt deflower her.

Some others did. A then eighteen-year-old was asked by atwelve-year-old whom he'd
known for several months:

“What'sit adually like when ore sleeps with aman?’ Me: “1 could show you, if you
like.” Andthen | showed her how to kiss how to stroke each ather, and so on.It was
consensual. In any case it got to the paint where | had sex with her very slowly, so
she'd seewhat it was like. So this went on, then, urtil the end d the yea. You have
to be very careful. You have to be aleto have alot of self-control, so that you dan't
hurt her or do harm to her. I'm a person who's real empathetic; consequently | pay
attentionto athers. If she's at an age whereit doesn't click in thisway, fine, okay,
what you shoud do,you go over to oral sex. The experienceisjust as beautiful for a
girl asit isfor aman. When the deflowering is happening, that also isavery
beautiful thing. How beautiful it can be, if you handle her very carefully, very
tenderly. Then shetoowill adually get something out of it, at least | think. Today
when you read abou a girl redly having felt nothing her first time, then there was
either no tendernessor mutual understanding, or it happened too quckly. | dont
understand it, how people ae unable to provide any tenderness

The following case dso accurred between aman just barely of age and atwelve-year-old.
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Consequently thiswould again be ateenager sort of situation.

“The Glory of Love” was playing, the title music from “Karate Kid;” since then,
whenever | hear it, the music has grea meaning for me. So asthisis on, we've gotten
into bed and tried sexual intercourse. | didn't get it in too goodat first. Finding the
opening wasn't so easy. It's rather idiotic when you haven't got any experiencewith
it. Then | said: “Now help me out here. You krow the way better than | do.” Then
she immediately did so - grabbed ahold of me and stuck it in the right place. .In the
Morning she's always crawling into bed with me, or | with her. The parents were in
agreement now abou our necking and petting, which they were so liberal abou. the
mother had said, “Petting is okay, bu please had df onthe other thing for awhile
yet, urtil she'solder”..We'd been dang it every day at that point, sometimestwice a
day. She enjoyed it.

It isnot out of the question that many of our conversational partners may have held back
somewhat when the discusgon turned to sexual intercourse, especially if they were interviewed
by awoman. On the other hand, ou hunger for knowledge was © openly obvious that, in the
several-hour-long conversation, amost all of thase questioned couldn't help but put their cards
onthetable. Theinterviewees usualy did na go easy onthemselvesin an attempt to impressus.
And so it iswith the foll owing extraordinarily contradictory report. Heis auniversity graduatein
his forties, who has had actual sexual intercourse with many girls.

| am absolutely pasitive that the girls get no sexua enjoyment, pleasure, or
satisfadion ou of this. Thisiswhat I've percaved. | also knaw that it hurts at the
beginning, no question abou that. The girls aso knew that it was going to be
unpeasant thefirst time, Perhaps even quite painful. I've struggled with myself for a
long time & to whether thisisredly something | wanted: adua sexual intercourse.
As| realized that this was omething important to me, | realy didn't give any
consideration to whether or not | would in fad have sexual intercourse. It wasn't
open for discusson. Then | caught onto the fad that there was andis a controversy
going on among so-cdl ed like-minded people regarding whether it is mething that
oneisabletojustify. | have had my fill of such experiences, and have mmeto a
dedsion: that girls of ten or eleven derive no deasure from sexual intercourse and
have no erotic sensation; I'm absolutely sure abou this.

Thisinterviewee gpeared to be under alot of strain. He felt guilty, like“ared scumbag.”
He felt that his sxual desires and adions were dirty. He is one of the few borderline casesin ou
sample. What he said and what he did required intervention, which was also the alvicewe gave
him.

Comparing coital pradicesinvoving malevs. female dildren, it appears that the girl-lovers
adions were the most risky overall. Intercourse between the genders was smply lessrespedful
than that between members of the same sex. An entire ideology, which says the woman shoud
be submisgve to the man, already weighs heavily ongirl-love.
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The Love's Satisfaction

Contrary to traditional sexual science and commonly-accepted approaches, my analysis
separates the body of the dnild from that of the adult. The two seem too little integrated as a
sexual coupe, the events having to be steered by the pedoplil es too much, for the bodesto be
able to meld together in desire. In the pedophili ¢ relationship, compared with adult sexuality, the
older person oliains satisfadionin waysthat are clealy different; withou, however, having any
different techniques at hisdisposal.

For his part, what can the pedophile exped in terms of orgasm? The few coitus cases, as yet
for their part managed only with care and concentration, amourt to very little numericdly
speaking. Many men are ale to report particular situations in which they did oltain their orgasm
in the dild's presence:

This past Tuesday we were again in the shower. He was actually making
masturbatory movements, indeed, nd exaggerated or excessve movements, bu
regular stimulation, which | hadn't suggested to him, but which he came up with on
hisown. Thisfor meisredly the best. Because | flip ou whenever | have aboy so
close by, or when aboy embraces me. And then, before long, it was my turn. He
looked upand said: “Now are the nicefedings coming yet?” My God, | thought to
myself, of course you can seethat. It was crazy.

It always comes down to the fad that, afterwards, most boys will nolonger be into it;
except, maybe they'll touch me down there with their hand, stroke alittl e, etc. One
out of every ten, let's say, isalso prepared to dosomething to me with their mouth;
but thisisvery rarely the case.

But even in the bathtub the girl had said: “What've you got there then? Why is that so
and so?’ Shewasjust full of the devil at that point. Me: “Something could al'so come
out of there.” Then | showed her how to dothat. She dealy enjoyed it the first
coupetines; then some of the funwent away. The girl usualy did it with her hand.

Mostly at the sanetime as | was kissng her down there. | had said: “If you stop, then
| toowill stop.” Then shetried, insofar as possble, to nd let up.

Even with afour-year-old something can happen. The pedophl e of course wants his penisto
be stimulated manually or orally. Only rarely will the dildren comply with this.

Asarule they have no gred desireto doit, and also nogred skill at it. It'salso
basicdly not red important to me.

Maybe it wastoo awkward. Actualy, | rarely or hardly ever have aa orgasm when
I'm together with a boy sexually, but make up for thislater on, if | remind myself
abou it.. .If the boy gets ssmething from me pulling mine out also, and he grabs
ahadd o it, | have nathing against that. But it's nat like he hasto doGod knows
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what-all just to satisfy me | say thisnot out of modesty, but because | smply would
rather concentrate on the boy.

| know that afeding of thistype andin thisway doesn't exist onthe other side. As
for type: Because the lustinessof two people bounces off ead ather and wantsto be
relived as quickly as passible; | know nathing of this. It's always one-sided, which |
must then try to conced from myself.

It was frequently mentioned that chil dren remain passve. Visions of the sexually active
child - adiverelative to an adult - are probably only redized in alimited number of individua
cases, these ésolutely do exist - afad easily overlooked. Everyday reality, though, looks like
this:

He hadn't serviced me, and | hadn't asked him to. I'd also never implied that he
shoud dothis; | did, though, wait to seeif maybe he would doit; but he didntt.

Of course he usually left it to meto take cae of myself, and would orly report badk
if something didn't suit him.

An arientationto the diild's readinessas well asthe acceptanceof all refusals are part of the
know-how of the pedophili c way of life. The usual and d't-mentioned way out of thisis
masturbation. Particularly when it can take place in theimmediate vicinity of the objed of
desire, it'snolonger a “substitute” in the usual sense of that word. This perhaps resembles a
woman's finishing-off strokes foll owing coitus. The tyranny of having to come to a mutual
climax does not encroach uponthe pedophli ¢ situation.

All of these restrictions do nad mean that a pedophili c lifeis devoid of pleasure. Being
succesdully stimulated upto the point of orgasm does em to be rather rare. The situation o
being together and the dhild's nearnessin general are what give pleasure. The man is dill
resporsible for controlli ng what are frighteningly referred to as his “urges.” The blending of a
semi-formed sexuality with agreaer overal satisfadion by a man who loves ten to thirteen-year-
olds.

In the first place there's stroking, mutual stroking, masturbation, aa intercourse. On
my part. It can also happen the other way around,though that's quite diff erent. There
are pradicesthat alot of boysdon't like & al and also will not engage in, whereas
many others are really wild abou them. But predominantly it's petting, hdding in
your arms, stroking, cuddling, kissng, French-kissing too, also heary petting even,
and then last but not least, masturbation.

Orgasm doesn't dways haveto be part of the equation. | can just aswell do it later
on,when I'm by myself. When | kissagirl, thisisvirtually already the dimax. That's
usualy enough for me. Often it's already enough for me when I'm able to seehow
beautiful shelooks between her legs.

The analysis of the sexual fads confirms the results already found in previous chapters: The
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child encourtersin the pedophle asexually tentative adult. Even if he doesn't entirely do
withou them, he still relies on genital adivities far lessthan ather sexual actors do. It would be
empiricdly falsefor usto draw an analogy between what are known as homo- and
heterosexuality and pedophilia. Among mature persons, sexual wishes are dedared and then
negotiated. The fedings are asymmetricd relative to the diild. The older person knaws that
going too far would pu the relationship at risk.

My wishes don' t go beyondwhat he's willi ng to da | actually like audding the best.
So with me, sex doesn't depend onwhether or nat | gjaaulate. Thisis okay, bu it
must not be implicitly required.

It would be acrasserror, and davnright heterosexist, to seepedoplilia & failure and
shortcoming relative to adult sexuality. What we have hereis nat adeficient but rather a
diff erently-configured sexuality. Our interviewees have mentioned repeaedly that they would
even be glad to be a tild, or to orceagain experiencetheir own growing-up. This harking back
fantasy is probably also what induces pedophles peauliar sexuality.
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Between the Generations

The Historicd-Socia Construction of Pedaphilia

One - we didn't ask for their names - who was about thirty, who hed lived heterosexually for
along time and row maintains casua friendships with boys, explained to us: “I believethisisa
sexuality which isright for both the boys and the alults.” Isthis man, perhaps, crazy? Andif we
were to listen to hm, would that mean we were giving credenceto absolutely everything he
uttered?

In a sense, chil d-lovers have something that goes far beyondthe bleak landscgpe of
particular sexual ads. Child abuse still overshadows true pedophli ain terms of intensity.
Incestuous and exploitative ads - they make up more than nine out of every ten cases of sexual
adswith children - which have to be regarded as “slip-ups’ are acualy, in the cae of
pedophiles, part of the very structure and center of their sexual persondlity. It is precisely for this
reason that they do nd want to be - and shoud na be - lumped in with the ausers.

Pedophili a as Confesgon

Pedophles develop a self-understanding in which their yearnings are seen not as a harmless
acddent but asjust the oppasite: the thing of most importance They don't apologize for their
adions, bu rather demand toleration a even adnowledgment of them. They don't fed they
themselves are bad, though they may fed bad about certain things. With regard to ancther fairly
fashionable word: strictly spe&king, pedophlia arrespondsto a sexual identity. In their mind's
eye isthe ideaof an erotic-sexual relationship which - to the extent that condtions permit - they
seek to make aredlity. Anidéefixeis neither sheer madnessnor crime, however abnarmal or
incgpable of being realized it may be.

Pedophili c identity claims the rank of away of being. Certainly only the outlines of this
sexual form have yet been sketched ou; its contours were not laid dowvn long ago. To this extent
current publdic opinion and proseaution campaigns may still | ull themselves into beli eving they
have "nipped thisin the bud' -assuming, of course, that they are nat based on an ill usion.

The pedophili ¢ identity may be recent or long-standing.

| haven't consciously been a pedofor very long yet. I've repressd it, na wanting to
admit it.

My liking for boys goes badc avery, very long way. | can recdl that at eight years
old | was aready daydreaming abou boys. This chain has never been broken.

It isnot difficult to imagine how problematic the route - | ailmost said the dimb - to
pedophili ¢ self-understanding must be. So-cdled “coming out” is a processof redization and
beaming conscious which has to go through the thick filter of doult and aforest of bill boards
prohibiting it.
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| was very inexperienced. | had no ore from whom | could learn abou this. I've
figured it out littl e by littl e through books, magazines, and so forth.

For me this has been along, painful road; so it was along stretch before | could be
relaxed abou it, which today | am. | laugh abou it today, bu | used to have terrible
feas.

Boy and girl-lovers by the way hardly ever use the terms homo or heterosexual to describe
themselves. The literature, hovever, does this often (Kurt Freundfor example, who was already
mentioned). Thisis quite norsensicd, because what's at isaue hereis relationships not among
adults, bu between dfferent generations. Andit puts things on the wrong trad, because the four
phenomena have dearly different configurations. This doesn't leave agred ded of room for
different kinds of cougings, or for the posgbili ty of blended categories. For example, when
asked for their preference a far as adults are concerned, many boylovers named women - nat
men - as their secondchoice

Identifying oneself as a pedophle means arriving at one's own desires. | sketched ou some
of the wordinates of this sxual form in the second and third chapters. What becmes eroticized
abou the dhild, what becomes sxualized in playing with him or her: it appeasthat these ae
only at the disposal of the true pedophile. These don't constitute some surrogate - it isintercourse
with adults that would be the substitute.

Y ou can't even imagine what an encourter, including a sexual encourter, between a
boy and aman can look like. It's like astrange planet. You can't imagine astrange
planet if you haven't set foot onit. People smply seeonly the sexua ad, and

asciate thiswith the dirty movies they've seen, with this pedded and marketed
sexuality which is smply repulsiveinits form. They don't know any different.

How firmly convinced they are of being pedophleswas gpontaneously underlined, by many
of thase we questioned, with confessons. The true pedoplil e pays homage to someone who will
look im straight in the eye via a onfesson. When | recall how | came to producethisreseach,
| keep thinking abou the admitted pedophles whom | first met around B80. Their thowghtful
demeanor, open self-confidence and external needs had impressed me & the time, and sowed the
first douldsinto my image of the sex criminal. A sexua way of life which manifestsitself ina
sexual identity always deserves an unbased investigation. For example this case of a dose
friendship with athirteen-year-old, which the paicewere looking into at the time:

Throughou the entire relationship, I've never had any pangs of conscience. | would
like to go upto the judge and ask him what thiswhale shit isredly abou. There has
never been any abuse, there have never been any ads. There'sjust this relationship.
Andthe judge can't jump over his hadow any more than we can.

Anyone who hes druggled through the redization d their desires - in this case pedophlic
ones - tends to remain rather stable in this regard. New orientations, as always, stay preserved,
espedally when socia presaure calsfor it. The interna psychological structure of pedophilia,
which is certainly particularly striking in this dion, is beyondthe scope of our study; my
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observations are not based onany sexual-psychaogical model - there ae others better suited for
that. Describe the inter-personal aspects of our phenomena, na their interior psychologicd
foundations. What our interviewees tell us abou their careers and perspedives demonstrates
strikingly: The pedophle's coming-out is, in a sense, adiscovery process whose outcome is the
result of ahard-fought struggle that continues to impad his sexual biography.

Although psychotherapy was indeed frequently mentioned, nore of the dients reported
having openly discussed their pedophilia. But much of the treament received by these patients
probably did give them badk some self-confidence, including with their sexual incli nations.

Because | wasn't ready for it | took refuge in areligious delusion, an imaginary
spiritual cocoonfor myself; it went so far that | was finally driven mad attempting to
talk myself out of sex. I'd been to a psychiatrist threetimes. The third time | said,
now | haveto try something, and | looked for atherapist. He said: Y ou are hedthy.
This helped me with my self-confidence, with which | sit here today.

The pedophle's cia situationtoday isamost like that of an outlaw. Everyone likely hasiit
in for him. Surviving under this threa and maintaining self-confidence requires a strength which
we nonpedophileswould have difficulty imagining. Part of this aso involves a positively-
articulated cournter-ideology, manifested in the giver role: “The boys | know are dl doing
fantasticdly well .”

The quaationsin this chapter so far come from boylovers. Thisisno acadent: girl-lovers do
not evolve a omparable identity. Putting thisin more precise terms. Their sexual identity
develops in afar more fragmentary way than boylovers. Certainly they do find their own
individual voices. And yet, thiswould never have been sufficient to permit meto spe&k of a
pedophili c identity. Whil e the mgjority of these interviewees talked abou pedophilic
experiences, nore spoke of their own personal pedo-sexuali zation. Given that their adions run
contrary to so many values and regulations, they fed thereislittl e @bou themselves that is clear.
They ascertain the direction d their drive only haltingly. One man in his mid-thirties, married,
told hmself for two years.

What are you really hiding? This goes onfor years, you actually being at odds with
yourself. Not only do you hide your feelings fran the outside world; you also ad so
distant. What | myself am trying to master now is not only gazing a a child, but also
smiling at onejust once

Youfed alittl e like an outsider, apervert. You have to be perpetually anxious about
your very existence | haven't been any big success in this world, and cdebrating my
birthday - that's blasphemy.

Some ealy signs of a pedophili c identification are reaognizeable in the girl-lovers as well.
Admittedly, the one or two who dd talk abou themselves as pedophles had esentially no
sexual experience One describes his coming-out: “It was as if something had clicked in my
head. | was twenty-one then.” Ancther one defends his orientation: “I'm against child
mistreament; I'm redly against violence against children in any form. | really like dildren.
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Everything which is dore voluntarily, onan affectionate basis, redly shoud be experienced.”

Regarding this, the aszowed pedophlesinstruct us that we caina use words and phrases like
lewdness abuse, or violation against the right to sexual self-determinationto describe lustful
child-love. Last but not least, the way they describe their passon also makes snse to me: the
rapture of success the sorrow of loss the dejedednessof being aone.

He was aboy who | actually loved at that time, if people redly are aleto love. |
clung to thiswith all of my feeling, with everything by which one can cling to
ancther person. | have been ableto realize every wish. Well, in ore cae or ancther,
when my hand got slapped away red good,when “ng’” was said to me, | didn't want
to let it go; thiswas, of course, amomentary frustration. But in general, | can truly
say that | have led afull, satisfied life through and through. Sexually as well as
emotionally speging. | could also be morosely unhappy, if such abondwent kapi.
These would be asolutely existentia crisesfor me.

Girl-lovers aso inspire themselves, only lessclearly and, sometimes, even urintelligibly. In
any event, no ore anong us knows how to clealy and sportaneously put our longing for love
into words; for we usually delegate thistask to lyric poetry. Or we switch to an abstract level,
like one of thase we questioned, who spoke of his s-existence, and cdled it awhale
fundamental life-feding.

Ethics

To many eas it probably sounds pretty absurd; and yet it's true: Child-desire & a
diff erentiable sexual form does have an ethic associated with it. Although we hadn't explicitly
asked abou in the interviews, it was neverthelessaddressed by almost everyone: how the diild's
wishes and views are to be taken into accourt, how much devotion, care, and supervision ore
shoud provide, what part to play in their up-bringing, and how thrifty one shoud be with money
and gifts.

A smaller portion d these guideli nes pedophil es have cme up with themselves also apply
to them personally. Not taking by surprise or demanding too much of the child isalrealy a
prerequisite due to the need for caution. But the rules for behavior do nd boil down to asimple
cookie-cutter recipe. Who says, then, that ethics exist only for others? And if the pedophle
conspicuowsly withhdds opuent gifts and dentiful pocket money heis nat merely pursuing
some am; for example to avoid the gpearanceof standing there like asuitor, or testing the
genuinenessof the cild's devotion.

Pedophles have adualy developed akind d code for themselves, although thereis as yet
no authority to help them enforceit. Thisisal the more atonishing gven their position onthe
socia sidelines; one would more likely exped a complete ésence of obligation. We could make
comparisons to the pederasty of ancient Greece, where extremely strict boundaries were drawn,
as the present-day antiquities sholar Kenneth J. Dover and ahers have shown. In that ancient
time, the dhics of the love of young men even stood,aong with gender, at the very center of
socia discourse, as Michel Foucault also thought. The relationship rules of modern pedophilia
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are, of course, na rooted in ancient pederasty. That tradition has been buied for far toolong,
and the emotional contents as well asthe socialy margina condtions are much too dff erent.

When many pedophilesimpose such perceptibly certain forms of self-discipline ontheir
desires, thiswould appear to be the fruit of an urderstanding among one another. Sincethe
1960s, if not even earlier, persons, pulicdions, and aganizations have gpeaed to articulate a
love of children and attempt to get rid of the image of the wurnterfeit chil d-friend. The most
distinguished spokesmen for these self-organizations (a social movement in the strict sense has
nat been able to be initiated) are the lawyer Edward Brongersma (b. 1913 and the psychad ogist
Frits Bernard (b. 1920. These two Dutchmen, writing anonymously at the beginning, are
patiently and urtiringly developing social argumentsin favor of apedophliathat will be aleto
demand social acceptance. The most important works of bath of them also exist in German.
[F25] And bdah men have often spoken pulicly or in front of interest groupsin ou courtry.
Their human credibili ty and solid argumentation have helped to effed alowering of the so-cdled
protedive age limit i n the Dutch criminal law. A whale series of younger men, likewise with
correspondng training and ethicd claims, are walking in the footsteps of Bernard and
Brongersma, espedally in the United States, England, and Germany.

To us ganding onthe outside, explanations from interested parties always seems apol ogetic;
like intelledual means sanctifying profane ends. This remains an open question. Inwardly,
however, the leading figures absolutely are aleto exert atruly ethicd influence The many
individuals who doulbed the moral worth of their inclinations suddenly find that there could be a
way out of the dilemma between senselessness and ecstasy. These spokesmen authenticae a
desire which initially appeaed to be leading to imminent disaster. In the tension ketween desire
and danger, pedophles interna communication allows that self-discipline to develop.

Other sexual forms which are li kewise despised have by no means come & far asthis has.
The prostitution and panography scenes for example remain ethically mute; instead of
resporsibility, it is the crude medanics of the market that reign here. Also, male homosexuals
have been living in anormative vaauum for avery long time. | have left in my drawer an essay |
wrotein 1980,"Homosexuality and Ethics,” asthe AIDS crisis broke out and gays were
subjeded to a high degree of moral presaure. Meanwhil e, in the @mntext of AIDS, new forms of
asciation have begunto evolve: taking more resporsibili ty in the sexual encourter, solidarity
with infeded victims, the desire for partnership, etc. Some of the aurrently most commonly-used
keywords - Bureau of Vital Statistics and Army, for example - are, admittedly, rather likely to
evoke laughter.

Changing Childhood

In human sexuality, deplorably littl eis given, e.g., by nature. Also, the creational order has
to bereconstructed from theology. In view of the fad that people have such incredibly varied
ideas about sex, the permutations would seem to be inexhaustible. How do all of these sexual
forms originate, and why do they vary? Pedophlia dso hasits own premises and hstory. It's
these that | wish to discuss

There ae two approaches to analyzing what underlies present day events. In ore, we look



139

131

Lautmann Page 67 d 74

for similar eventsin dfferent courntries and epochs and compare everything, for example the
pederasty of the ancient Greeks and relationships between boys and young men in Papua New
Guinea Human unversality and core anthropdogicd truths would thereby be reveaed. In the
other approach, we examine the output premises of current-day pedoplili a, asking about the
cultural, pditi cd, and econamic marginaliti es of this sexual form. Then we would come to know
the mntemporary historicd and sociologicd particulars.

I will now take this nd approach, and ask: How isit, today, that children radiate erotic
attradion, and pedophli c men behave like mnfessors? Every appearance of pedophili a, whether
praised ar oppressed, is not a wnstantly reaurring and always identical phenomenon onthe
contrary, they are dosely conreded to ou current ways of life. From the noble statements of
love of a Charles Dodgson/Lewis Carroll from ahundred years ago, to sex with children today,
pedophli atruly has changed. Indeed, in the second half of the nineteenth century, an evolution
of this sxual form began to be establi shed that differed from sexual abuse andincest in all
esential respects save the dharaderistic of age.

Adults view of children has changed, as has their social charader. Over along period o
time only bodly development and contingent intell ecdual-mental abiliti es remained invariant,
although remarkable dhanges over ten-yea intervals were dready being measured in long-term
growth and pulertal onset. If childhoodindeal has not always remained the same, and perhaps
had even been first established in ou culture, then we can and also must ask abou the
“invention” of pedophilia. Using key words, | will report on hav in terms of the present-day
status of knowledge, new ideas abou and images of what it means to be achild have aisen.

The thirteenth century saw the beginning of a development that would rearrange the life-
course of European people. The processof what Phili ppe Aries has cdled “the discovery of
childhoodlasted urtil well into recent times. [F26] Thefirst sedion d the human biography
becane adiscrete life-phasein its own right. By the way, " youth” was added still | ater - also a
construct in the socia shaping of life. Nearby, now, was the notion that these discoveries would
creae anew objed of desire, consequently one which could be eoticized initsown right. This
would na have been passible under its predecessor - the small unfinished adult. Whatever a
bigger person may have done with a small er person sexually, withou a cil d-image that aroused
longing, there muld be no pedophilia, nosexual form. Of course dso, the aiminal law of this
ealy timereally had noage protedions. Sexual intercourse with girls was punished as rape and
the anal penetration d boys was punished as sdomy; but only very rarely. [F27]

From biographical construct to erotic atraction: How can we re-creae this curious career of
“the child?’ Train your thought processesto picture, for amoment, thase culturesin which dd,
fat, and aherwise different people ae eoticaly-sexualy highly prized, which would simply
amaze modern western tastes. What aspeds of childhoodmake it passble for the stature and
esenceof grown-up personsto beaome objeds of desire? In what way are children na merely
imperfed, half-finished entities? Do they have something adults have lost? Pedoplil es provide
an eloguent answer to this. And here dso lies akeyto uncerstanding their desires.

Demographic developments have dianged the nature of children's existence In the
nineteenth century the birthrate began to drop, and sincethe end d that century, more newborns
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have been surviving past infancy. Compared to previously, children now have arelatively
guaranteed life expedancy, have relatively few siblings, and emerge more strongly as individual
personaliti es. [F28] Restrictions on child labor and rising compulsory school attendance have
changed the ntent of childhood.When children and adults live in spheres with their own set-
ups, screened df from one anather, children and their world are then able to beaome objects of
mental and relational attention, which manifestsitself intellecualy, ethicdly, esthetically, and
even erotically. Myths and uopias revolve aoundthe image of the dild. It carriesthe hope for a
better life. The paradise of ealy years resists the harshnessof modernity.

Children can now be seen asindividuals: They have more than merely the dharacteristics of
asort of small people: a the same time, it would be extraordinary if alittl e person were dso able
to kindelove. So long as the young creature was seen as emotionally indifferent, which was the
case up urtil abou the seventeenth century, a ciild would have |eft older persons erotically cold.

In 1762Jean Jaaques Rousseau, a dasscd author on modern education, fashioned an idea
of the child that remained daminant for two hunded years. It originally held sway over innate
motive powers and retural passons, which got covered ower through education and o course
had to be eadicaed. Only when the young person grew up in innacence, therefore withou
beaming aware of thase appetites, is he ableto proceal freely and ke agood citi zen. [F29] That
people have the power to change themselves from “naturalness’ to “civili zation” and yet,
socidlization itself corrupts people. Since 1789,there have been in-schod politi cd programs
which work towards turning the younger generation into people who will bring the revolutionto
completion. Through this discourse the dild's gatus improves considerably, heis nolonger the
beaer of origina sin bu rather of human rights, and society's future. The child isassgned a
redemption task: The natural strengths which appea to have beaome extinct in adults get
locdized in him. [F30]

The “new person” is not subjed to the old ways, grown-ups are. Thisincreasein status -
amost even apurification a "sacrali zation" - frees the child from traditional determinations. A
cornerstone is thereby laid, uponwhich an image of child autonamy can be ereded. What is
ascribed to children's “ naturalness’ and “directness’ produces at the same time the ideaof their
"purity,” and thereby also their need for protection. It's almost tragicomic how this repressonis,
itself, the very reason why pedophilic desireis even posshble.

Children's new social role removed the indifferencewith which they had been regarded up
to that point. Pedagogy and afull complement of chil d-rearing institutions placethe dild at the
center of attentionin amultiplicity of ways. Adults are preoccupied with chil dren; not merely
their own, and by no means only professonally. It evolved into a norm - loving chil dren;
whether the doulde-meaning was indicative of something remains an open question.

The re-interpretation d childhoodwas acaompanied by a pdarization d gender images that
occurred around1800. According to this, women were suppased to passessan innate morality,
which appeared to make them particularly well -suited to child-reaing. With the separation d the
gender worlds, children were subsumed into the female hemisphere.

Coming to the end d our own century, awealth of chil d-related experiments have now been
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caried ou, which may soonfade dong with it. We remind ouselves: At the beginning of it
there were dtempts at racial hygiene, soonfoll owed by ideologicd experiments. Educdional
reforms alternated with one ancther in quick successon, among them such likable and attractive
ones as that of Ruddf Steiner or the still -running experiment in providing a compensatory
educaionfor everyone. The diff erentiating-out of childhoodthat was carried ou in the
nineteenth century was hereby delimited orce again. When the dild attains the key to human
perfection, then the dil d-like nature and the difference between child and adult disappea.

For many, then, turning to a child could also mean choasing a person d greater value. In
fad those we questioned, to the extent they reasoned throughit, clealy expressed disdain for
adult personaliti es.

Formerly children's lives were defined by work and chores; only in the twentieth century do
play and leaning come to the foreground. Serious leaning requires alot of drudgery. Play,
however, isfun urder any circumstances. Joyfully excited and charmingly dres<ed littl e persons -
to say nothing of al of their other qualiti es - embody some of the sensua aspeds of our world; at
any rate, thisis how children are staged today. Pedoplili a brings to light something which no ae
had intended, bu which oljedively ensues from the tendency to beautify childhood.ldeali zing
an individual type paves the way for sexual fantasy.

The interpretational model of chil d-like innacence iswoven into the fabric in which sexual
desires, onthe one hand, aiginate a theindividual level, and onthe other hand, coll edively alter
themselves. Looking back: In the not-too-distant past chil dren were still considered shameless
and were therefore dso included in adults sexual fun; people played with their genitalia, spoke
lewdly in front of them, and ddn't even try to hdd themselves badk. Thiswas ho pedo-sexuality;
it was of course believed that prior to pulerty, sex would be foreign and d no consequence.
[F31] Gradually, in the seventeaenth century, the ideaof chil d-li ke innocence came into fashion.
On acount of their weaknessand purity one had to look after them, become accustomed to
providing strict life guidancefor them, and treat them with decency.

Pedophli ahad nochance in either of these gpochs: Getting together for a sexua encourter
with the “asexual” child was unimaginable, and one could oy mean to violate the “innacent”
child. Meanwhil e these barriers have fall en away. In the murse of the twentieth century ideas
abou chil d-like ways have thanged repededly, and at the same time have been massvely
sexualized. | am reminded of how the statements of Freud and Kinsey were initially met with
such shock. In addition, since 1950,some historically new themes have emerged: the equality of
the diild, the dhild as personal partner, and norrdominating parent-child interadion. [F32]
Sexuality nolonger loses out to prohibitions on communication. The generations thereby move
together so closely that intimacy between them becomes imaginable. At this point, pedophli a
would haveto become aposshbili ty.

So this long-term ascendancy of childhood- perhaps, then, there will nolonger be many
further developments - is today crossed with a @wunter-tendency. The media aitic Neil Postman
draws aline from the publicaion o sexual seaetsto the “disappeaance of childhood” The
thesis no doulh remains eaulative, and it also doesn't convince me; that author wants, above
al, towarn of massmedias dangers. And yet, his observations could explain why pedophlic
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desireis differentiating and expressng itself today. Postman deplores the &dlition d many
seaetsthat, urtil recent times, European adults had kept from children; not merely - but above
all - in the sphere of sexuality. An evolved sense of shame - as even the ancient Romans had seen
- was what separated children from adults. Withou it, there auld be no childhood.When ill ness
violence, incest, hamosexuality, and so forth are no longer hidden, bu rather, all of the detail s
are pulicly distributed, then they are nolonger sources of confusion. Thereisno question,
acmrding to Postman, that the laying open of these subjeds jeopardizes the future of childhood
for the dividing line between hig people and small people beames extraordinarily thin.

Adut men surely would have felt alonging for post-pubertal girls at some point in their
pasts; however, this desire remained a secret. Television krings everything to light, such that “the
open, if also symbdlic use of children as‘materia’ for satisfying the sexua fantasies of adultsis,
meanwhil e, generally accepted.” [F33] Postman isreferring here to twelve and thirteen-year-old
girlsin television advertising.

Eventually children will beincreasingly seen aslittle alults, which therisein their sexual
adivity itself indicaes - more and more and ever ealier. The media does contribute to this by
demoli shing the diff erences between chil d and adult sexuality. Postman cites figures for early
pregnancies and venereal diseases among teenagers. He dtesfiguresfor criminality and dug
consumption - all unmistakable signs of “adult children.”

Many a person off ering such descriptions may be being overly dramatic and severe; and yet
this paintsto afork in the road, at which we momentarily find ouselves. The origination o
childhoodwas really what first made it possblefor littl e onesto be eotic objeds. A
disappeaance means: in the processof disappearing. Childhoodis 4gill there, bu the dharader
differences are gradually reduced, and namative boundhries become permeable. Pedophlic
desire once again becomes more likely.

New interpretational models change one's view of the world; then chil dren are seen
differently a'so. Andthe seaet eye, always|looking out for erotic qualiti es, may awaken desire.
In the aurrent catalog of any mail-order company, | will find any number of littl e Lolitas and
Rambos, from age six on up.Today it isnot only pedophli abut also everyday culture and
average parents that put children in an eroticized framework.

Pedophlia & sexual form, as oppased to individual slip-ups must, as omething historicadly
new, itself be seen as evolving. To this extent, all-out moral condemnations and abuse campaigns
are merely requisite backgroundmusic. When the mlledive organization o sexuality itself
changes, then fundamental and certainty-giving orientations are thrown into confusion; an entire
world appearsto bein danger. On the other hand, ndhing ever changes withou there being
heavy resistanceto it. The obvious thematization,and to a certain degreeeven the perseaution
functions, paradoxicdly, as an incentive to the newcomers growth: people becme atentive, sort
out their desires, dothis together with ore anather, and make themselves visible to athers.

When dces pedoplili abecome mnfesson? This depends on the tendencies of childhood.l
seethree forces at work: family and schod are nolonger the primary places where diildhoodis
formed, keyword: child's right to freedom; the spreading fear of chil d-monsters, keyword:
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ungovernabili ty; the deluge of reports of children being abducted for sexual purposes, keyword:
abuse. Who is going to stop these trends? If they continue unabated then childhoods idyll will
perish, taking with it the pedophli a described here.
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