PEDERASTY. Pederasty is often subsumed within the generic caregory of
m;ﬂggnﬂatinnal sexual acts, practices, and identities. Unlike pedophilia, which
Jefines adult male or female attraction to a prepubescent girl or boy under thirteen, and
korephilia, which denotes adult female attraction to girls, pederasty specifically defines
-morional, intimate, and physical adult male attraction to teenage boys. The contested
ssues generated by such relationships across a number of academic disciplines, media,
and cultures give crucial insights into shifting contemporary attitudes related to gender,
euality, class, race, and most significantly age relations, throughout the twentieth
century. Contemporary Western understandings of, and meanings on, pederasty have
mvariably (vet problematically) drawn on a Classical Greek lexicon, where the term
‘paiderastia” denoted an asymmetric pedagogical and erotic relationship between an
adolescent boy (pais) and an adult male lover (crastes). However, over-reliance on such
archaic meanings obscures diverse cross-cultural manifestations of pederastic sexual
practices and intimate loving relationships involving adult men and adolescent boys.
These have been widespread in different cultures, where they were devoid of a Western
homosexual label or social stigma. Historical and cross-cultural variations on pederastic
elationships (including the older and younger partners involved) can be explained by
d‘ﬁ“"iﬂﬂ conceptions of childhood and adolescence, sexual behavior, class, gender, and
"anous unique, context-specific factors. Such relarionships reflected strucruralll power
‘.i"'“?’“iﬂ-‘- within the societies in which they were negotiated; many also Pf”.‘*"d‘?d and
t?““d d Tiﬂhllitemtum and iconography ‘c-:!ebrating ma_lcl ‘r’jﬁlth aesthetic beauty,

Procal desiring subjectivities, and close intimate friendships.

Planations for pederasty vary, and the meanings associated with such relationships
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hzhmh itested. Factors commonly cited include: cransferring special C_hﬂl'ianl‘tl to
r der males inseminate

nger partner; an asymmetric sexual order in which “l. pase
"8¢T; patriarchal and militaristic social systems; adopting pfartlcular sexual Ilf'.mli.:-.
g #ender roles; and a youth’s coming of age. Strong associations F,a.n be seen in Pu
F"Tﬁh'r{tl'ﬂhﬂcemuw pederasty and class. For example, Central America .MHWIE rm:l t ﬁ
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Late-nineteenth-century Europe witnessed a revival i interest jp, .
In Victorian Britain and Imperial Germany, many educationg]

adopted Platonic notions of “Pedagogical Eros” with patermns
mentoring. In early ethnographic interpretations, such “high” Ey
intergenerational male love were contrasted with non-Europeayy « Pliong ¢
practices, which were depicted as “immoral” and “primitive” (Bleys l@gﬁ.aexﬂa]
Despite such claims, there has been an extensive and long-stan fig s ]

pederastic relationships between European men and boys in varioys
locations (notably North Africa, Sri Lanka, and the Ear

East). Recent lahel;
relationships as “child sex tourism” fails to

adequately address the e
many non-European cultures tolerated and even embrac

ed the educar
and friendship benefits of such contacts.

There is also strong evidence of a thriving underground artistic and Jj,
pederastic movement called the Uranians in the nineteenth and early Ewentiedh
century. UK Pederastic themes also emerged in the literature of key writers during th;
period (Alger and Melville in the United States, Houseman and Wilde in the Unjeg
Kingdom, and Goethe and Mann in Germany). Whereas in many of these pederasic,
cross-class relationships, older middle-class partners often eroticized working-class boys
as “transgressive other,” contemporary writers (Whitman and Carpenter) provided an
alternative, idealistic framework of a democratic cross-class, Cross-generational
ideology based on male comradeship. In his 1908 anthology of poems, “lolaus-
anthology of friendship,” Carpenter dedicates a whole section to Whitman’s poetry and
philosophy. The theme of male comradeship comes across in Whitman's “Leaves of
Grass” (1891) poem, and throughout his life, Whitman established several igteﬂiﬂ
intergenerational friendships, notably when helping wounded young soldiers in the
U.S. Civil War. ;
Pederasty has also been linked with patriarchal gender roles. For example, E"ﬁ
Prichard conducted 2 study of sexual relationships between young wartiors o i
amongst the Azande of Sub-Saharan Africa. These were organized in ﬁghnﬂfhim
between “abakumbz” (martied men) and “aparanga” (bachelors) who 1iv§d mfgzn theit
barracks. In South Africa, Zulu boy-brides (“inkothsare”) accompanied miners en an
work. Pederastic attachments even extended to formal marriages bewem :;li,’rre
boys amongst the Egv,rptians, Western Australia Abaorigines, Inuir, Algerians, E:-ﬂsfﬂl: b
Orthodox Albanians. A long-standing pederastic tradition also exists 10 d};]?an othet
in many Arah cauntries, with a common lexicon in Arabic, Farsi, Turkﬁ g inscim‘fd
languages for adult males who are attracted to boys. Although such ties Wert ©
and maintained
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es and male youth prostitutes, increasing attention was n 4

s by men. Pre=World War I Canada also witnessed ;np: @ . tl?c
" cla-ﬂ fears of wml_(ing{]ﬂﬁs boys being “led astray” by “fallen men.” R

i and political context of post-1945 North America was especiall

" for constituting young people within Cold War discourses. Here spoci:j
n was paid to “vulnerable youth,” with fears that homosexuality was predatory
qreentid Ph%icﬂl and psychic havoc on youth. Homosexuality was constituted a; ‘_‘ur!:j
" Ind q danger to children, who were in tumn, held up by conservatives as a
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\{odern-day critics have imposed late modern victimological discursive formulas

hereby all male lovers of youth are Tﬁliigt‘r]ﬂtizﬂd as sex offenders, and all initiatory or
iling younger partners labc_led victims. In contrast, pederastic historians like
Rrongersma have impm_‘ted historical lscxual practices into modern-day sexuality
dchates and overly eulogized the romantic and positive aspects, while tailing to accept
criical aspects of pederastic relationships, including potential power imbalances and
harmful consequences. Nevertheless, quanritative research suggests positive accounts

from younger males in pederastic relations, conventionally silenced in dominant

siceimological positions.

Claims for young peoples’ sexual rights outside protectionist frameworks highlight
discrepancies in the way young people are presented as active agents in some areas, yet
cnstituted as unknowing dupes in sexuality. Here the general sex-negative, ageist
Western cultural scripting for adult-child sexual relationships (including state
intervention and professional pastoral monitoring) is heavily criticized by child
liberationists. Liberationists argue that although children are subservient to adults in all
areas of social life, their rights in certain contexts (including financial and political ) are
institutionally recognized, and youth should be allowed to experience loving and sexual
elations with whosoever they choose. Many European counties have reduced their ages
of consent, and there is increasing evidence of a lowering of the age at which children
have their first sexual experience.

Nevertheless, “boylover” movements, for example, the North American Man Boy
Love Association (NAMBLA), have largely failed to achieve their demands for
E]Z*Ji.i,shing age of consent legislation, or generate acceptance for man-boy relationships.

8 attempts to inject a counter-discourse of man-boy love, in contrast to stressing
miniorl’:ﬂxal hﬂvE altlsc: failed to allay public. suspicions. The ?miﬁﬁw forl maintiizg
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POLITICS. Politics is the process of group decision-making. Sexuality and politics
have often been considered to be of opposite natures: sexuality being among the mgg
private of individual acrivities and politics an essentially publiw: CDHCEI?L Yet, the twg
have had an intimate relationship throughout history and their connection has hecome
even more prominent through the democratization and mass-mobilization of politics,
The interaction between sexuality and politics has taken place in two main ways. Firs,
politicians of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries have, like their counterparts in
earlier eras, artempted to control and regulate sexual activity and gender roles.
Political concerns and goals have led to the passing of laws promoting or banning
various sexual practices and modes of love. But the relationship has also gone the other
way as the political process itself has been influenced by issues of gender and sexuality.
This can be seen most prominently in increasing participation of women in the
political process in countries around the world. It can also be demonstrated by the
injection of sexual themes, language, and metaphors into the political process, even
when this process is itself not abourt sexuality.

Beginning in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, many states claimed ever
greater powers to regulate their citizens' personal and sexual behaviors. The state often
supported religious leaders who claimed to promote or protect a mode of family life they
considered under threar from social or rechnological change. By 1900, many sl
around the world had outlawed heterosexual sodomy, homosexual sex of any kind,
contraception, and abortion. Non-Western states that did not traditionally revile
homosexuality often adjusted their legal codes in this way in order to conform
buropean standards. This was often required in trading agreements and e’
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